
Headteacher’s Corner 

Welcome to the new school year!  It was a 

particular pleasure to welcome our largest 

ever cohort of Year 7 pupils last week.  

They’ve settled in well and are already 

highly focused on their learning in lessons.  

The rest of the school have also had a great 

start to the year and we’re particularly 

grateful to the Year 10 pupils who all 

mentored a Year 7 pupil on the first day of 

the school year.   

This year promises to be another busy one; 

over the next few weeks, pupils should look 

out for announcements about the many 

activities outside of lessons that are on offer.  

Some, as you’ll see from this newsletter 

have already started.  Dance, drama and 

sports clubs are well under way.  There’s lots 

to look forward to in another year of 

achieving excellence together! 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 
Open Evening - Prospective Year 7 Sept 2020 

Thursday 19th September 2019 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
 

Open Mornings - Prospective Year 7 Sept 2020 

Tuesday 24th Sept, 1st and 9th October at 

9.00am. 
 

School Photos: Year 7, 9 & 11 

Monday 30th September 2019 

 
Year 7 Settling In Evening 

Thursday 3th October at 6.30pm 
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Congratulations: 

Many congratulations to Annie Venters who received 

a IDTA scholarship nomination over the holidays for 

her high ability in her dance skills. We will keep out 

fingers crossed for the results Annie. 

 

Auditions 

Mrs Monk    

EARLY FINISH - THURSDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2019 

School will be finishing at 1.10pm on Thursday 19th 

September to allow staff to prepare for Open 

Evening.  All buses and taxis have been informed 

and are collecting at 1.10pm.  Please can you en-

sure that pupils can be collected from their bus 

drop off points at the earlier time. 

“Make it Work” Mondays 

What do you want to be when you grow up? 

When asked as a young child many children are 

aspirational and imaginative; at Henley we want 

them to keep that aspiration as they move 

through the school. As part of our Careers 

provision we really want to develop the range of 

employers that our pupils have contact with and 

from September we hope to invite in a range of 

employers to give assemblies about how to get 

into specific careers and  share their first hand 

experiences of what they are like. If you or any of 

your contacts would be willing to be part of this 

programme we would love to hear from you, 

please email dprice@henleyschool.com 

 Miss Price 
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Welcome to Year 7 

Moving to ‘big’ school is a milestone in the life of 

students: it signifies the beginning of their journey 

from being a child to becoming an adult.  

Understandably, many of our Year 7 students were 

nervous when they arrived for their first day at 

Henley.  However, I was particularly impressed at 

how they conducted themselves as they made their 

way to the school hall to meet their tutors, with some 

students supporting those who were feeling slightly 

more anxious.  Thankfully, worries were soon 

forgotten with all of the new information they had to 

take in.   

 

During their first day Year 7 spent time getting to 

know their tutor, exploring the school site on a 

treasure hunt, and meeting their Year 10 Mentor.  It 

was a very busy day so I’m sure they were exhausted 

at the end of it – I know I was! 

 

Before going into lessons the next day, students 

spent more time with mentors working through 

memory games and quizzes.  Year 10 students were 

extremely mature in supporting their younger 

counterparts and I’m sure some friendships have 

been made.  Year 7 then began to learn their daily 

routine of moving 

around the school for 

their lessons.  

Inevitably, one or two 

have found 

themselves in need of 

directions to get to 

the right place but 

now, two weeks on, 

most are confident in 

finding their way 

around and are enjoying new learning experiences. 

 

Overall, Year 7 have made a fantastic start and I’m 

looking forward to supporting them on an amazing 

journey this year, including our visit to the Alexandra 

Theatre to watch A Christmas Carol, of course! 

 

Mrs Grantham 

Communication with school 

We love to hear from you, we really do.  That’s 

because, as our school vision says, we aim to work 

in “close partnership with parents in a caring and 

open manner.”  Of course close partnership 

requires close communication.  However, please 

could we ask you to be patient when it comes to 

email? We endeavour to acknowledge emails 

within 24 hours and give, where necessary, a more 

detailed response within 3 days.  It’s helpful to us if 

emails can be addressed to a specific individual 

rather than copied to multiple recipients all of 

whom then wonder if it’s them that should be 

responding.  It’s also really helpful if email isn’t used 

as “chat”.  You may find it easier to speak to 

someone directly because exchanges of multiple 

emails on the same topic can be really time 

consuming.  Please bear in mind that in a teaching 

day, teachers have very few free moments – it will 

almost never be possible for them to respond to 

emails or phone calls in the course of the day.  

Therefore the best course of action is to use email 

to arrange a time for a phone call. 

Most routine, general information can be found on 

our website or in your son or daughter’s Student 

Booklet.  Enquiries about a pupil-specific issue 

should be directed in the first instance to the form 

tutor; the next person to contact should be the 

pastoral manager for the year.  If after first 

contacting them, neither the form tutor nor the 

pastoral manager can help, please contact the 

relevant progress leader. All of this information is 

available on our website. 

Rewards Trip 

On Thursday 12th September, a coach full of 

Henley students enjoyed their rewards trip to 

Drayton Manor. Everyone had a fantastic day and 

lots of fun. There were no queues for the rides, so 

we went on all of the rides multiple times. Some 

even found time to go on the “Thomas Land” rides! 

Johnson’s Coaches very kindly sponsored our trip 

and provided us with a great coach and a lovely 

coach driver, Joe. Joe even came on some of the 

rides with us all!    

More photographs of the trip are available on the 

school 

Facebook, 

Twitter and 

Instagram 

pages. Please 

follow us for 

regular school 

updates and 

news.   

           

 

  Mrs Laszcz 
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Donation of Lego 

Do you have any Lego that you no longer need?  

We would really appreciate any donations of Lego 

either in kits (with instructions) or loose.  Please send 

in to Mrs Grantham, Progress Leader. 

 

Thanks to all students who auditioned for the 

Shakespeare Schools Production of Henry V. The 

standard was very high with some year 7 

students getting involved straight away, which 

was great to see, as well as some faces that are 

making themselves the stars of Henley acting!  

If you were not successful this time, look out for 

the lunchtime devising drama club for the 

Christmas concert which will be a play called “A 

Spaceman Came Travelling” ... and of course 

we’ll soon be announcing the whole school 

show! 

Mr Eagles  


