
Headteacher’s Corner 

It was an absolute pleasure to welcome 

150 new pupils to our school this week.  

Some were anxious; most were excited; but 

I’m pleased to say that transfer day was a 

resounding success.  Those that were 

anxious were soon reassured by our helpful 

prefects and by the welcome of  their new 

tutors.  Those that were excited retained 

their joy at being in “big school” 

throughout the day, making the most of 

taster lessons and tasty lunches.  We were 

blessed with beautiful sunny weather and 

the year 6 pupils clearly enjoyed the 

freedom of a huge field in which they 

roamed, played football or simply sat with 

friends. 

Transfer day looms large in the school 

calendar and in parents’ diaries.  It feels 

like crossing a threshold: for many pupils, 

it’s the first time that parents have simply 

waved them goodbye at the school gate, 

watching them walk off into a whole new 

chapter of childhood.  Many parents miss 

the opportunity that the primary school 

gate brings of being able to have a quick 

word with the classroom teacher.  Of 

course, with a larger school that’s not 

possible  but we will still want to hear from 

parents; we want that kind of dialogue to 

continue.  So please keep in touch.  Most 

little queries can be dealt with by our 

admin team or members of the pastoral 

team.   If things are a more serious, then it’s 

the form tutor who should be the first port 

of call, then the pastoral manager, then 

the progress leader.  Communication is the 

key to success as we welcome our largest 

ever new year 7 to become part of the 

Henley journey of “achieving excellence 

together”. 
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Inter Schools Athletics 

Well done 

to the 

Henley 

Athletics 

team who 

competed 

against the 

other South 

Warwickshire 

schools on 20th 

June at Stratford 

School. There were 

some impressive 

individual 

performances in a 

range of track and 

field events! 

Mr P McDowell 



Primary Inter school Competition 

Our 20 PE 

Leaders 

have 

done 

Henley 

proud 

once 

again by 

helping to 

run the 

primary 

interschool athletics competition. Floods of 

praise for their "particularly impressive 

behaviour & initiative" have been coming 

in since the track and field events took 

place! 

Mr P McDowell 

Charity Fundraising 

We were delighted to hear of the efforts of 

two of our ex-students, Ollie Dean and 

Charlie Rees, to raise money for Cancer 

Research UK.  In August, they’re planning 

to climb the three highest peaks in the 

Yorkshire Dales in less than ten hours.    

To donate to this great cause, please go to 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

yorkshirethreepeaks4cancer 

Drama News 

The drums are sounding near for the 

production of Broken Hallelujah next 

Thursday 4th July. The drama studio will be 

the setting for seven outstanding 

performances bringing to life Sharman 

Macdonald’s lyrical, bitter sweet play 

about the effects of war on young people. 

Set near the end of the American Civil War 

the characters begin distant and 

disparate, but the events of the play bring 

them within touching distance…or the 

distance of a bullet.  

Mr S Eagles   

Civil War Workshop 

On the 20th June we were lucky enough to 

have Civil War 

experts in our 

school. Discover 

History delivered a 

workshop on the 

Civil War. We 

were able to see 

the difference 

between 

Cavaliers and the 

famous 

Roundheads.  

Many of our classmates had the 

opportunity to try on the armour. We even 

had the chance to look close up at a pike 

and musket.  

Once we had discussed the Civil War and 

looked at the 

artefacts we then 

recreated the 

Battle of Naseby. 

During the 

recreation we 

were able to 

understand the 

events of the battle and the key reasons 

why the Royalists failed. For example, one 

of the key Commanders, Rupert the Sad 

Cavalier, had got a little too excited and 

had rode his horse 10 miles away from the 

battle!  

It was an enthralling experience for us. We 

were able to understand how the New 

Model Army created the framework for our 

own British Army and why the guards 

outside Buckingham Palace wear red!  

By Year 7 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI88mEzZHPAhXIMhoKHWIPDdIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fschoolcomms.com%2Fparent-pack%2Fgraphics%2F&psig=AFQjCNFf5P-juaUwlkxzt46eE5nczxQK9g&ust=1474036756582629
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/yorkshirethreepeaks4cancer
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/yorkshirethreepeaks4cancer


Music Tuition 

Please can students who wish to continue 

having music tuition ensure that they have 

completed/returned their contracts and 

made payment by the deadline of 

Monday 15th July. If students need 

another copy of the contract please ask 

at Reception. 

Review of the Fortnight 

The Skylarks’ War 

This book is about a family whose whole life 

is turned upside down after Peter & Clarry's 

mother dies after giving birth to Clarry. To 

make matters worse, it's in the middle of 

WW1 and Rupert is off fighting, but Peter 

cannot. Their father also hates children and 

wishes that he would not have to deal with 

them. My favourite character was Clarry, 

because she stayed strong through all of 

the tough times that she had to deal with 

and made sure 

that she solved 

any problems, 

whilst also caring 

for her father. It 

felt as though 

the characters 

were very real 

and the story 

really kept me 

guessing 

because you 

didn’t know 

what was going 

to happen on 

the next page. 

My favourite part of the book was when 

Clarry and Peter went away on holiday 

and you saw the measures that Peter took 

to try and avoid being sent off to boarding 

school, and the part which came after 

when Peter regretted his actions. The 

mysterious scenes in the book were 

particularly good because they didn’t 

reveal anything until right at the end and it 

kept you gripped and turning the pages as 

you wanted to know what happened.  

I think that the only thing that could have 

improved the book would be to have more 

of an overview of all of the characters, 

such as Peter’s life at school, rather than 

the rather Clarry-centred storyline that we 

see.  

Careers Event 

 

On Tuesday 25 June 2019 a group of 20  

Year 9 pupils had the opportunity to take 

part in an event organised by the Solihull  

Chamber of commerce: “Professional 

Services Week 2019”. 

 

Firstly, they spent an hour at “BNP Paribas”  

in Solihull where they learned about that  

well-known bank by carrying out  

some activities designed to help them  

find out which professions, skills and 

level of studies are needed to join such a  

successful business. 

 

After that they spent an hour learning  

about law at “The Wilkes Partnership” in  

Shirley where a variety of staff from 

trainees to very experienced solicitors 

spoke to them and explained how they 

discovered their interest in studying law, 

what their learning path was to obtain 

their qualifications and what is involved in 

their everyday work. The third and last visit 

was at “Prime Accountants” an 

accountancy firm in Solihull where they 

had lunch in the presence of Andy Street, 

Mayor of the West-Midlands. Henley-in-

Arden school pupils enjoyed the day out 

and were a real credit to the Arden Multi-

Academy Trust our link organiser. 

                                 

                                       Mrs M Pierre 

However, I really enjoyed this book and I 

would recommend it to anyone who likes 

reading family sagas or reading about 

war and how it affects families of soldiers. 

I would rate this book 5 stars. 

Sean Cronin Year 7 
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Dance News 

On Sunday 23rd 

June, three of 

our talented 

year 9 dancers 

performed in 

the Chance 2 

Dance 

performance at 

the Birmingham 

Hippodrome. 

Zoe Styler, 

Abigail Styler 

and Grace Wells performed two 

contemporary dance routines. Well done 

girls! 

Mrs L Monk 

Scholarship news: 

We are very proud of three of our students 

who have secured dance scholarships in 

ballet next year. The students have to go 

through an audition process to gain a 

place on these prestigious schemes which 

are always high in competition. 

Congratulations to the following pupils: 

Amelia Cook (Year 10) has gained a place 

in the senior scholarship for the Royal Ballet 

for the second year running. 

Emily-Louise Chapman (Year 9) has 

successfully gained a placed in the 

advanced MIDAS scheme. 

Cara Servante (Year 7) has successfully 

achieved a Ballet scholarship for the first 

time.  

Mrs L Monk 

Summer Showcase Performance 

We are looking forward to our Summer 

Showcase on Friday 5th July when there will 

be an evening of musical and drama 

performances. Our dance companies 

Force, Inspire, Dynamic and the Boys only 

group will also be performing. In addition 

we have been very lucky to have ex pupil 

Samantha Wild who has been leading a 

club on Friday’s after school, who will be 

Year 9 Drama Workshop 

Year 9 acting students will be in a workshop 

with a professional actor and director next 

Wednesday 3rd July. This will be an 

intensive day building skills for the BTEC 

Component 3 Response.  

Those taking part should wear loose 

comfortable clothing for the day and their 

school blazer. 

Mr S Eagles 

performing. Tickets are £5 and can be 

purchased from school gateway. 

Please can students remember to return 

their supply slips to Miss Blyth. 

Mrs L Monk & Miss S Blyth 
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