Headteacher’s Corner
What does it feel like to be presented with a
piece of paper which will shape the rest of your
life? In August, when their results are published,
our Year 11 pupils will find out. On Wednesday,
at the Year 11 student conference, our pupils
had a foretaste of that moment when they
were presented with their mock results. We
deliberately give the pupils a sense of the
excitement and anticipation of results day;
more importantly, we give them the
opportunity to reflect on what they should do
to ensure that their success in the mocks is
repeated in the real exams. Of course, some
are disappointed but by having a “dry run” of
results day, those students have the chance to
redouble their efforts in preparation for the real
thing. We also provide the students with
strategies for ensuring their success: revision
skills, relaxation techniques, meetings with
mentors.
As part of the day, I led a session on the Seven
Habits of Highly Effective Students. The advice
was (hopefully!) useful to all, not just Year 11, so
look out for a section on each of the seven
habits in the newsletter. They’ll be one “habit”
per newsletter starting this week and finishing, if
all goes to plan, just before the GCSE exams
begin.
Seven Habits of Highly Effective Students
There are seven things that highly effective
students do:









Set yourself a goal
Be ambitious
Be realistic
Get help
Focus on the positive
One day at a time
Own your emotions

Number One: have a goal
Visualise how you will realise that goal.
Successful sportsmen and women use this

technique all the time. In her mind’s eye, a rock
climber will go through every hold, every
movement, every potential fall, before beginning.
They’ll see it, feel it, live the whole experience
before they actually start. Consequently, when
they begin the climb, nothing takes them by
surprise – they’re just putting into action what they
already know is going to happen. How can that
technique be used to prepare for exams? Firstly,
visualise your success. For that particular subject
imagine the moment of seeing your target grade
on your GCSE statement of results. Then think
about how you’ll get there: imagine the exam
room, the desk, the pen. Look at past papers so
you know everything there is to know about each
question. Imagine yourself answering them –
perfectly – so that when you do it for real it feels
familiar. If you’re familiar with the experience and
the exam paper, your energy can go into being
successful rather than nervously finding your way
through an unfamiliar exam.
Homework Club ...
… is now open Monday - Friday from 3:10pm 4:10pm in Room CO. All are welcome!
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tournament.

A select group of year 11 GCSE pupils completed
a climbing residential at High Adventure Outdoor
Education Centre. They completed a course
which including knots, belaying, levelled climbs,
bouldering and competitive climbing. The group
battled their fears and won!

A huge achievement and well done for
staying positive is such adverse conditions!

Each pupil succeeded in every facet of the GCSE
specification. The group returned home from
Kieghley exhausted but with an overwhelming
feeling of achievement.
Thank you to Mrs Pigott and Mr McDowell for
leading the trip.

The year 11 football 7-a-side team played
against all the other Warwickshire schools at
Southam. They got through all their group
matches without conceding a goal. They
came up against strong opposition in the semifinal losing 1-0 Myton.
Excellent performances all round!

The year 9 basketball team were away at Alcester
Academy. They lost against strong opposition but
battled away until the final whistle. There were lots
of baskets scored and talent on display.
Justin was named player of the match.

Mr P McDowell
Food Bank Donations.
Please continue to bring any donations into
school and place in the collection box
located in Reception. Many thanks.

The U14 girls football team played in the finals
night held at Stratford School. They braved storm
Brendan and earned 3rd place in the

Dance Fusion Showcase
At the end of last term we held our ‘Dance
Fusion Showcase’ which displayed an array of
talent across Year 8-11.
The showcase was particularly important to our
wonderful Year 11 RSL Dance group, who were
performing as part of their Dance Ensemble
Performance unit.

Lidia Perez-Porras
Maizie Walton and
Leah-Grace Whatmore
I am so proud of you all, well done for such a
talented showcase!
Mrs L Monk

The Year 11 group presented pieces in their
second style following on from their
contemporary skills performance last half term.
We were entertained by our Ballet trio who
showed grace, control and elegance and a
Ballet duet presented professional choreography
from Swan Lake.
Two of our students showed confidence in
commercial solos from Maizie Walton and
Rhiannon Hyde.
The showcase finished with a wonderful group
commercial piece who displayed lots of ‘sassy’
movements as if they were backing dancers in a
music video.
Alongside these performances some of our other
students performed contemporary dance
including a year 10 trio, a year 8 duet and a
mixed year 8/9 duet showcasing not only their
performance skills but choreographic talent.
Many congratulations to the following students
from years 8-10:
Abigail Styler
Zoe Styler
Emily-Louise Chapman
Daisy Pickering
Lexi Faulkner
Jamie Taylor
Cara Servante

Unsung Hero
Who would you nominate as the unsung hero
of our school? Which pupil or member of staff
has helped you, looked after you, inspired
you? Who have you noticed quietly getting
on with their jobs in a way which has made
our community better for all? Last term,
Simon Miesegaes, the High Sherriff of
Warwickshire, visited year 7 and asked them
those questions. Now he is seeking
nominations for the High Sheriff Awards.
Send your nominations to
headteacher@henleyschool.com (using the
words “Unsung Hero” in the subject line) by
31st January 2020.

Also to our year 11 dancers:
Talluah Ace
Katie Coleman
Amelia Cook
Martha Freeman
Brooke Hamilton
Rhiannon Hyde
Jeana Kennedy
Tabitha Morris,
Amber Nichols,
Teagan Pendleton
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So you want to be a teacher?
Did you know that Arden School is part of the Arden Teaching School Alliance? The Alliance is a
group of ten secondary and primary schools located in and around the Solihull area.
Alongside The University of Warwick, an Outstanding teacher training provider, we turn graduates
and career-changers into first-class teachers. With bursaries of up to £32,000 available (varies
depending on subject choice), training to teach via the school direct route is proving to be the
preferred route into teaching. School direct teacher training with the Arden Teaching School
Alliance offers the best in terms of bespoke, one-to-one training coupled with award winning
mentorship. With so much in-school training, when you qualify, you really hit the ground
running! To be the best, you have to be trained by the best and once you have gained your
PGCE and QTS, our aim is to give you the option of employment. And it doesn’t end there, our
excellent mentorship continues with our NQTs and RQTs.
If you want to receive the best start to your career as a teacher, then consider the Arden
Teaching School Alliance.

For more information refer to details below and please like us on our social media sites.

Sharon Butcher-Johns
Teaching School Manager
Direct Line: 01564-732610

Train to Teach with Arden Teaching School Alliance
https://sites.google.com/arden.solihull.sch.uk/ardenalliance
traintoteach@arden.solihull.sch.uk
@ArdenTeaching

