
 

 

 

27 March 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers … and students! 

Managing your work whilst accessing learning remotely 

As some of you will know, Mr Jefferies and I have been manning the ‘Teaching and 

Learning Support’ hotline at school during remote learning. Based on the some of the calls 

we have received, please note the following, which I hope will support you and your 

families as you adjust into the rhythm of working remotely from home: 

• Remote ‘live’ lessons are available via Microsoft Teams for students in Years 10 

and 11. The situation for Year 11 learning is under constant review and we will 

be back in touch once there is more certainty from Ofqual and the 

government about how ‘Calculated Grades’ will be generated. Meanwhile, 

Year 11 learning opportunities are still available and some teams are offering 

‘Preparation for A level’ and similar sessions in the coming weeks. Wherever 

possible, students should attend these lessons at the time of their broadcast if 

they are available so that they can access support from their teachers whilst 

sessions are running. Your child’s teacher will be available for them 

interactively via audio or instant messenger whenever they have a lesson. 

 

• In Years 7-9, students will have work available for them on Show My Homework. 

Some departments may begin to introduce some live learning sessions via 

Microsoft Teams as they become more familiar with the software for the 

younger year groups – they will let you know if a live learning opportunity is 

available.  

 

• At the moment, your Show My Homework deadlines are flexible – but you must 

keep in touch with your teachers and/or form tutors if flexing them (or ask your 

parents to contact them) letting us know how you’re getting on, what you’ve 

managed to complete and what you haven’t managed to complete yet – 

that’s absolutely FINE as these are not our normal school circumstances. 

 

• We’re working on providing more differentiation for students who have specific 

learning needs now that we’re getting more used to the systems – bear with 

us and just let Mrs Grantham (SENDCo) know if you need a friendly call from 

her or one of our Teaching Assistants – they’re here for you 

CGrantham@henleyschool.com  

 

• ‘Mum, Dad… I don’t understand this – what should I do?’ Email your teacher… 

that’s okay and we are expecting your emails! Use your teacher’s first initial 

plus their surname like in this example, MMcCulley@henleyschool.com, and let 

them know you’ve tried but you need some more help or you’re struggling to 

get started. If you’re still really struggling, your parents can call into school, 

select option 7, and ask to speak with the relevant Head of Department for 

mailto:CGrantham@henleyschool.com
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clarity – we’re here to help and relieve pressure at home, not to create anxious 

moments or stresses. As they say in ‘High School Musical’ – we’re all in this 

together and we’re finding our way – together . All staff names and their 

subjects are available on our website here: 

https://www.henleyschool.com/staff-list/ 

 

• In the event that your child is having some difficulty with keeping up with their 

lessons, they should prioritise in this order:  

English, Maths and Science;  

the humanities (History/Geography);  

then Languages (Spanish/French);  

then your other subjects.  

 

In Yr 7/8 students will be receiving little or no work from their practical 

subjects, so if some work need to be deferred to a different day on their 

timetable than it usually happens, that’s fine! Please show students this letter 

from me and that I have said – IT IS DEFINITELY OKAY! Just let us know about it. 

 

• Students: do your best to keep up with as much as you can, but it’s also okay 

to spend time with your family, play in the garden or bake a cake, or catch up 

online with friends.  When you would have had practical lessons later in the 

week, see if you can do a bit of catch-up work. 

 

• We want all students to be doing some work right now to maintain good 

learning habits and provide some structure to your dayss – but we will not set 

any work during the formal Easter holiday fortnight – so you can use this time 

to catch up on work you’ve not yet managed to get to, so don’t be anxious. 

 

• Parents/carers are in charge right now – what they say, goes! If your parents 

think you’ve completed enough work, then don’t worry about what school 

might say so long as you’ve been doing your best (obviously you need to be 

doing some work!) Just drop your form tutor an email explaining what you have 

been doing. Do you have a schedule you’ve worked on with your parents? Let 

your form tutor know and they can pass this onto your teachers. 

I hope the message is clear: If it’s too hard – email and let us know; if you want to do an 

activity as a family – that’s fine; if it’s proving too much to get through everything, work 

through things in the order I have given above then stop and enjoy time with your family 

and virtual time with your friends. 

We’re proud to be the Henley-in-Arden School family – let’s make this work, together! 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Michael R. McCulley 

Deputy Headteacher 
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