
Headteacher’s Corner 

They say the water in the Venice canals is 

clearer than it has been in living memory.  

Fish can be seen swimming in the waters 

now that the boats have stopped stirring up 

the sediment.  The sky in Beijing, for the first 

time in years, is blue: the reduction in 

production has led to a reduction in 

pollution. 

It would be trite to say that the cloud of 

corona virus has a silver lining of 

environmental improvement.  That may be 

true but that would be only little comfort to 

those of us worried about loved ones, 

about falling incomes, about how to feed 

our families. 

But it does remind us of one crucial thing in 

the midst of all this.  The sky will clear.  This 

fog of uncertainty will lift.  The crisis we’re 

facing will end.   

The weeks and months ahead may be 

tough.  It will be a time to look out for the 

vulnerable, the elderly, those whose 

livelihoods are threatened.  It is in that 

indomitable human spirit that we find the 

sun shining through the fog.  We may not 

always know exactly what is going to 

happen next but there is always hope – a 

hope kept alive by our care for one 

another.   

Look around us: the early blossom is 

appearing; the dawn chorus is more 

beautiful than ever as birds celebrate the 

Spring; the dark nights of winter are 

receding.  It’s another reminder, like the 

canals of Venice or the skies of Beijing.  

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 

comes in the morning” (Psalm 30).   
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For the latest on measures related to the corona 

virus please see our website 

 

Year 11 Leaver’s day 

Somewhat unexpectedly, today is the last day 

of school for our Year 11 pupils.  They are a lively, 

energetic, friendly bunch and we’re going to 

miss them very much. 

The last day of Year 11 is normally a time of 

great excitement but, perhaps unsurprisingly, 

today the atmosphere is one of sadness rather 

than celebration.  Nevertheless, there’s plenty of 

good natured shirt signing going on! 

We have not yet been told how GCSE grades 

will be determined this year but it looks likely that 

they will be based on teachers assessment.  

These assessments will be based in turn on the 

work that pupils have already completed, mock 

exam papers, in-class assessments and so on.  

That’s why we’ve gone ahead with the 

Chemistry mock exam today: it will give Science 

teachers up to date information on which to 

base their assessments. 

It’s also why it is vitally important that Year 11s 

bring into school any marked work that has 

been completed over the last year - exercise 

books, end of unit assessments, coursework 

(even if incomplete).  We’ll need all that to help 

with assessments.  We’ve got records of their 

scores and grades, of course, but it may be 

necessary for us to provide evidence of the work 

on which we have based our grades. School will 

be open for a very small number of pupils next 

week so Year 11 pupils can drop their work in 

(suitably packaged and named) during the 

day. 

Finally, farewell Year 11.  We wish you well as you 

take the next step on the journey! 

Mr Jefferies 

https://www.henleyschool.com/covid19-latest/


Crufts 

On 6th March, Keris Reynolds-Dobson, Year 9  

entered Crufts with her dog, Teazer, and won the 

Rally Competition and came 3rd in the breed 

category!  Well done Keris! 

Reuben Bishop Year 8 secures gold place! 

Reuben took part in the George Finney set 

floor and vault championships last weekend 

in Stoke and managed to secure gold place 

in the intermediate under 15 boys disability 

category. 

 

It’s the first time Reuben has competed on his 

own without a partner for 7 years and 

although he was a little nervous he was super 

excited and did an awesome job!  

 
Well done Reuben! 

On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like 

to thank Steve Jefferies, the SLT and all the 

staff at Henley School for their outstanding 

response to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

 

The challenges presented from this 

unprecedented outbreak must be difficult for 

the layman to comprehend, yet they have all 

stepped up to the plate with unity and great 

professionalism.   

 
Sue Westmacott, Chair of Governors 



Football Academy 

Solihull Academy Football Club Under-13s team is 

in training to take on some of Europe’s best 

young players in Barcelona. The International 

Carnival Cup which was from February 21 to 23, 

pitched the youngsters against the likes of 

Chelsea, Barcelona and Real Sociedad. 

“It’s a huge tournament with great exposure for 

the team, so it’s all a bit full on at the moment 

getting things ready,” said coach David 

Paterson. “There’s a guaranteed number of 

games but we’re hoping to reach the knockout 

– but mainly our expectations are for the boys to 

go out and get the experience of a lifetime. To 

get there is massive. We have a couple of lads 

from poorer backgrounds and we want them to 

get the exposure in Spain – it’s really well 

supported there and will be broadcast on 

television.” 

The schoolboys won the national title in 2019, 

and in their group will face respective national 

champions Maccabee Haifa from Israel, 

Briedablik from Iceland and Barcelona from 

Spain.  

Athletics 

Huge congratulations to our very own Ned 

Campbell in Year 11 who took part in the English 

schools’ cross-country last  weekend! 

Netball 

16th March saw a sunny evening of netball for 

our Year 8 and 9 teams against Alcester 

Grammar School. The match saw huge 

improvements in play for our Year 8s and a 

win for AGS and a good win for our Year 9 

team. Well done all! 

On 13th March, our year 7 netball team 

battled freezing conditions, to compete in the 

South Warwickshire netball tournament. They 

displayed some great talent and enjoyed the 

experience despite the strong opposition. It 

was good to see them building on their skills. 

Well done Girls! 
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