
Headteacher’s Corner 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective Students 

4 - Get Help 

Once you get into the exam hall, you’ll be on 

your own.  Until then, however, there are very 

many places to seek help.  Effective students 

take all the help they can get.  Start with the 

teachers – it’s our job to help students pass 

exams and we’re always here to help.  Fellow 

students are also a great source of ideas and 

assistance.  Sometimes, when something is 

explained by your peers, it makes more sense 

than when it is explained by an adult.  Parents 

have a role to play too; they may not be 

quite up to speed on every detail but you’ll 

find that explaining something to someone 

else often makes it clearer in your own mind. 

There are very, very many sources of help 

online.  At Henley we provide GCSEPod free 

of charge to all pupils; Seneca learning is 

another widely used learning tool.  On our 

website there’s lots of help on revision 

strategies.  Of course, there’s any number of 

revision videos on YouTube.  Some are useful 

but there’s lot of distractions online too so, as I 

said in the last newsletter, be realistic about 

how much time you’re spending learning 

from YouTube and how much time you’re just 

wasting looking at videos of funny cats! 

Preparing for exams is tough.  Don’t try to do 

it alone.  The best athletes aren’t the ones 

with natural talent: they’re the ones that 

make the most of the talent they have got by 

seeking out the best help. 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 
9 March 2020 

Year 8 Internal Exams Begin 
13 March 2020 

Prefects Awards Assembly 
16 March 2020 

HPV Immunisation (Boys & Girls Year 8) 

Year 10 Internal Exams begin 
17 March 2020 

Year 11 Chemistry Paper1 Mock Exam 

HPV Immunisation (Girls Year 9) 
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Coronavirus  

We’d like to reassure you that we are closely 

monitoring the advice being provided to us on a 

daily basis by the government.  There are no plans 

to close the school.  All pupils should continue 

attending the school as normal;  the only 

exception to this is for pupils who have returned 

from certain overseas areas in the last 14 days.  A  

list of these areas, and other advice, can be found 

here.  

At present, all overseas trips – and all other school 

activities - are expected to go ahead as normal. 

It remains the case that the best of way of 

controlling the spread of infectious diseases is by 

thoroughly and regularly washing hands and, if 

coughing or sneezing to “catch it; bin it; kill it.” 

We will, of course, keep you informed of any of this 

advice changes. 

Mr Jefferies 

https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2F
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.henleyschool.com/examinations/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public


Amelia Cook 

On Sunday 23rd February 

Amelia Cook performed in 

Swan Lake Dreams as part 

of a project with the 

Birmingham Royal Ballet. 

She performed as a Big 

Swan in Act 2 and had a 

solo as the Polish Princess in 

Act 3. Her dedication and 

hard work paid off as she 

put in an outstanding 

performance. 

Well Done to Amelia! 

 

The Great Big Dance Off 

On Monday 3rd February Force Dance 

Company and 

three of our 

Year 11 students 

performed at 

the West 

Midlands Great 

Big Dance Off. 

Force dance 

company 

performed an 

emotive 

contemporary 

dance based 

on the horrific 

Australian bush 

fires. It was a 

challenging dance piece which incorporated 

lots of difficult technical skills and daring lifts. 

Alongside this, three of our Year 11 students, 

Amber Nichols, Tallulah Ace and Amelia Cook 

performed their trio ‘Car Crash’ which is one of 

their coursework pieces. We were so proud of 

all the students who took part and represented 

our school at what was a tough competition. 

Well done Henley! Please congratulate the 

following pupils: Talluah Ace, Amber Nichols, 

Amelia Cook, Luke Calcutt, Daisy Grimes, Zoe 

Style, Emily-Louise Chapman, Abigail Styler, 

Grace Wells, Keira Taylor, Ajshe Bleu Fejzullahu, 

Jamie Taylor, Aliza Perrins, Danielle Bruzwaite, 

Ava Casson and Cara Servante.  

Miss Monk 

English at Henley-in-Arden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

It’s very pleasing to see the amount of reading 

being undertaken by Year 7 and 8 students. 

There is now a monthly leader board of 

Biblionasium Superstars: well done to Billie 

Mitchell in Year 8 for coming top of the leader 

board in January. The next top 5 Biblionasium 

Superstars will be announced next week.  

I have a regular group of students who attend 

the Bookaholics Book Club on a Wednesday 

lunchtime in Room K: anyone is welcome to 

join us to chat about the books you are 

reading and enjoy a biscuit or two. Regular 

attendees are awarded bonus points. 

500 Word Story Competition 

Entries must be handed in to English Teachers 

this week for Henley's 500 Word Story 

Competition. The top 5 students in Years 7 and 

8 will be awarded certificates and prizes in an 

assembly. I am really impressed by the amount 

of effort that has gone into the entries I have 

seen so far: the standard is really high and it 

will be difficult to choose the winners! 
 

Mrs Jones 



Showjumping - 17th February 2020 

In the half-term week, five brave riders battled 

the wind and the rain at the annual 

showjumping county qualifiers at Allens Hill in 

Worcestershire. As this is the only qualifier for 

the championship show for our county, there 

are always a huge number of entries in each 

class. Riders from Henley-in-Arden school have 

qualified for the championships every year 

since the team started, so we wanted to 

maintain this trend, but we knew it would be 

tricky with the adverse weather conditions and 

the fact that we have lots of new partnerships 

in the team this season. 

The first rider to compete was Mia Jarrett on 

her young 

pony, 

Backfox 

Jack, in 

the 70cm 

Grass 

Roots 

class. Mia 

led the 

way with 

a perfect clear round in a time of 27.29s. Next 

in the ring was Ciara-Anne McMahon, who has 

represented the school many times with her 

previous pony, but has only recently taken on 

a new ride called Sweep River Waterfall. The 

pair had never jumped a full course together 

before this day, but they produced a beautiful 

clear round in 29.60s. Finally, making up the 

third member of the team, we had Tilly 

Campbell riding her mare, Evie. Tilly gave the 

team their third and vital clear round in a time 

of 28.01s, resulting in a second place for the 

team and a qualification for the Regional 

Grass Roots Showjumping Championships in 

December! Mia Jarrett also earned herself a 

6th place rosette as an individual! The same 

team entered the next class at a slightly higher 

jump height of 75cm. Mia, Tilly and Ciara-Anna 

completely dominated this class and gained 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place rosettes respectively! 

We also had Ned Campbell representing the 

school at the show, on his new ride, Lottie. The 

pressure was on Ned as not only was he 

competing for the school but he was also 

being filmed as part of his P.E assessment! Ned 

was entered in to the 90cm class first and was 

riding against 55 other competitors. An 

unfortunate pole down cost the pair four 

faults, but it was a very strong warm-up round 

for the next class. Ned then took Lottie in to 

the 1m class, and produced a textbook perfect 

round in a time 

of 50.35s. Ned 

placed 13th out 

of 34 

competitors and 

was the highest 

placed 

Warwickshire 

school rider 

which means he 

qualified to 

represent the school and the county at the 

Championships next month! 

Dressage - 20th February 2020 

Later in the half-term week, Mia Jarrett returned 

to Allens Hill to represent the school in a dressage 

competition. Mia has been working very hard on 

her flatwork over the Winter months as she knows 

that in order to succeed in showjumping her 

pony needs to be supple and well schooled. 

Mia's pony, Backfox Jack, was beautifully plaited 

for the occasion and the pair looked very smart! 

Mia rode a lovely test to produce a score of 

61.73% which placed her 20th in a large class of 

34 riders. Mia was the highest placed 

Warwickshire school rider and has earned herself 

a qualification for the County Dressage 

Championships at Hartpury College next month! 

Eventer Challenge - 29th February 2020 

Libby Swallow took her feisty little pony, Dewicwrt 

Hercules, to Onley Equestrian Centre this 

weekend to compete in an Eventer Challenge. 

This competition is a course made up of both 

brightly 

coloured 

showjumping 

poles, and 

rustic, fixed 

cross country 

fences. The 

horse and rider 

must complete 

the course 

without knocking down any fences, and also 

within an optimum time. Libby has only owned 

her pony, known as Hero, since September so 

she has spent the winter months working hard to 

get to know him and going to lots of training 

events and competitions. As well as competing 

for the school, Libby regularly rides for Solihull 

Riding Club and her local pony club branch, and 

she is also a member of the British Showjumping 

Association too! Libby rode a near-perfect round 
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in a good time, sailing over jumps which caused 

many other riders a lot of problems! But one 

unfortunate pole down cost the pair four faults 

which left them out of the rosettes. However, it 

was a great round to watch and these two are 

an exciting combination for the future.  

Upcoming competitions; 

8th March - Eventer Challenge at Kings 

Equestrian Centre (HR7 4SR) 

6th April - Eventer Challenge at Allens Hill 

Equestrian Centre (WR10 2DU) 

17th April - Dressage County Championships at 

Hartpury College (GL19 3BE) 

19th April - Showjumping County Championships 

at Hartpury College (GL19 3BE) 

16th May - Dressage at Allens Hill Equestrian 

Centre (WR10 2DU) 

5th December - Regional Grass Roots 

Showjumping Championships  

 

Mrs Campton and  Miss Roberts 

Reader of the Month - FebruaryReader of the 

Month is Molly Gale who has read and re-

viewed ALL of these in just a few weeks! Well 

done, Molly! 

 Netball News 

Well done to the year 8 netball team who played 

against the other Warwickshire schools in 

Stratford recently. They were 2nd in their group 

and finished 6th overall. The girl played some 

great netball despite the freezing conditions!  

*DON'T FORGET* the deadline to accept your 

child's school place is FRIDAY 13 MARCH. We 

have almost 90 families on the wait-list: don't lose 

your place! Respond on Parent Portal. If you 

applied by phone/post, email 

admissions@warwickshire.gov.uk.  

The library was a hive of activity on 5 March for 

World Book Day with Ms Tedford; stories from 

around the world: bookmark-making/finding a 

book from another country, then celebrating 

with Fairtrade chocolate!  



 


