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At Key Stage 4, this guidance applies to GCSE only at present
■ GCSEs:

□ Core: English Literature, English Language, Mathematics.
□ EBacc: Science Trilogy Double Award, Biology, Physics, Chemistry

Geography, History, French, Spanish, German.
□ Open: Fine Art, Design & Technology, Food Preparation and Nutrition,

Physical Education, Film Studies, Music.

■ Applied, General and Vocational Qualifications (Open):
□ BTEC Level 2 Technical Award Performing Arts – Acting.
□ RSL Level 2 Technical Award Creative and Performing Arts – Dance.
□ CNAT Information Technologies.
□ CNAT Business Enterprise and Marketing.
□ NCFE Level 2 Technical Award in Graphics.
□ Alternative provision, e.g. Entry Level certificates, English ‘Step Up’.
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1. Schools must provide a grade and rank for each pupil in each subject
■ Henley is being asked to provide a centre-assessment grade for each 

pupil:
□ Henley will have to provide a rank order of pupils within each grade. This is 

because the statistical standardisation process will ‘require a more granular 
scale’ than grades alone (Ofqual).

□ If, for example, we had 15 pupils for GCSE mathematics with a centre 
assessment grade of 5, we would need to rank them from 1 to 15, where 1 is 
the “most secure/highest attaining”, 2 is the next most secure, and so on.

■ Deadlines and dates you can expect your grades:
□ We don’t need to send this data to exam boards any earlier than 29 May 2020 

so we will have enough time to make professional and considered judgements 
in line with the guidance provided by Ofqual and the exam boards.

□ You will have your results by the usual ‘results day’ in August. Ofqual hope to 
be able to release the results earlier than this if possible.
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2. Pupils should not be set extra work to inform centre-assessment grades
■ Any future Y11 work set by Henley will be in support of choosing to take an 

autumn examination or preparation for further study (e.g. A levels). 
□ Ofqual states that, “no student should be disadvantaged if they are unable to 

complete any work set after schools were closed”.
□ Where additional work has been completed since schools closed on 20 March 

(including work completed with private tutors) this will not usually be used as 
part of teachers’ evidence-base, especially where that evidence suggests an 
unexpected change in performance.

□ In the first instance, we are not being asked to send any supporting evidence 
to exam boards; however, we have been asked to retain all evidence in case 
exam boards and/or Ofqual ask about the data because it doesn’t seem to fit 
with the school’s usual performance profile or the cohort’s KS2 starting points.

□ Henley will not ask pupils to complete any non-exam assessment work, and 
marks do not need to be submitted for this. We will submit predictions based 
on our professional judgements of the grade we thought most likely according 
to the guidance.



3. How will centre-assessment
grades be calculated?



3. How will centre-assessment grades be calculated?
■ Henley is being asked to provide a centre-assessment grade for each pupil 

based on:
□ School’s own evidence base/data (classwork, bookwork and participation in past 

performances in subjects like Music, Dance, Acting and PE).
□ Performance so far in non-examination assessment, even if not fully completed.
□ Performance in class or homework assessments, and mock examinations.
□ Tier of entry (in subjects that are tiered).
For final, CALCULATED GRADES, this will be combined by Ofqual with:
□ Previous results of the school in individual subject areas over time.
□ Performance of this year’s pupils at the school compared to those in previous 

years with similar Key Stage 2 starting points (as a cohort, not as individuals).
□ Any other relevant information.

■ What will not usually be considered to calculate centre-assessment grades:
□ Work completed outside of school that cannot be authenticated by teachers 

since the national schools’ closure (including work completed with private tutors).



3. How will centre-assessment grades be calculated?
■ Henley is being asked to provide a centre-assessment grade for each pupil 

based on:
□ These are not necessarily the same as the predicted grades that were provided 

on references for further education providers. These are the grades that will be put 
forward to the individual examination boards by Henley using the strict guidance 
from the government. They will be scrutinised by at least two teachers from each 
subject area (where there is only one teacher, Mr McCulley will be the ‘second 
check’). These will then all be authenticated by our Head of Centre (Mr Jefferies). 
In order to ensure that teachers are not placed under undue pressure, Ofqual and 
the government have made clear that we are not allowed to share centre-
assessment grades (C-AGs), nor pupil-rankings, with students and their families. 

For final, CALCULATED GRADES, C-AGs will be combined by Ofqual with:
□ Previous results of the school in individual subject areas over time.
□ Performance of this year’s pupils at the school compared to those in previous 

years with similar Key Stage 2 starting points (as a cohort, not as individuals).
□ Any other relevant information.
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4. What is the difference between a centre-assessment grade and the final 
calculated grade that will be available in the summer?
■ Henley will provide a confidential centre-assessment grade for each pupil
■ Calculated Grades are the grades that will be issued this summer by the Awarding 

Organisation following a model from Ofqual:
□ Ofqual will standardise grades across centres in each subject.
□ They will combine a range of evidence, including expected grade distributions at 

national level, schools’ results in previous years and the prior attainment of pupils 
at school level.

□ The process will not change the rank order of pupils within schools and won’t 
assume that the distribution of grades in each subject should be the same.

□ If our judgments are found to be more generous or severe than others’, final 
grades for some or all pupils will be adjusted down or up (meaning those pupils at 
either end of the rankings per grade are most likely to move up or down).

□ “We will do this to align the judgements across centres, so that, as far as possible, 
your students are not unfairly advantaged/disadvantaged this summer,” (Ofqual)
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5. Access arrangements, special consideration and absence from school and appeals
■ Henley is being asked to provide a centre-assessment grade for each pupil based on:

□ SEND students who have had reasonable adjustments previously agreed (for example, the 
use of a reader or scribe), or where other pupils have agreed access arrangements, 
Henley’s judgments will take account of “…likely achievement with the reasonable 
adjustment/access arrangement in place”.

□ Special consideration requests, in the event that a pupil is unable to take an assessment or 
suffers a traumatic event that might affect their performance, “will not apply this summer”. 
Instead, judgments “…should reflect how the students would have performed under 
ordinary circumstances”.

□ “Where illness or other personal circumstances might have affected performance in 
mock exams, centres should bear that in mind when making their judgments.”

□ Teachers will not be able to share the centre-assessment grades for any pupils, including 
those to whom this guidance applies to ensure the integrity of the process and ensure no 
undue pressure is applied to professionals making judgements. 

□ There is likely to be a very narrow scope for appeals of grades this year. If pupils are 
unhappy with the calculated grades they are awarded, they will have an opportunity to sit 
the examinations for that subject in an autumn series available for pupils who choose to 
take them. We do not yet have details for how this will work in practice.



Contact details
■ Examinations:

□ Mr Michael McCulley is Deputy Headteacher with strategic and 
operational responsibility for all examinations. He will lead the Heads of 
Faculty, Department and Subject to ensure Ofqual’s guidelines are 
followed and he will support teachers with their judgements.
MMcCulley@henleyschool.com

□ Mrs Wendy Kelly is Examinations Officer. She will work with Mr McCulley to 
ensure compliance with the individual exam boards’ procedures (AQA, 
Pearson Edexcel, WJEC Eduqas and OCR) and she will lead on the secure 
data exchange from our school to the awarding organisations n 
May/June. WKelly@henleyschool.com

■ Head of Centre
□ Mr Steven Jefferies is Headteacher and our formal Head of Centre –

ultimately, it is him who will sign-off and authenticate all centre-assessment 
grades sent to the awarding organisations/Ofqual.
SJefferies@henleyschool.com
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