
Headteacher’s Corner 

The very first thing I must cover is to express my thanks 

for the tremendous support you have afforded me 

and the Henley staff, since my start in September.  

COVID requirements have made it particularly 

difficult to implement some normality in attempting 

as much as possible a return to normal school life. 

There has been varied experiences during this term 

but I would like to thank your children for their efforts 

and their resilient attitude shown whilst facing 

unprecedented obstacles to their learning due to the 

COVID restrictions.   

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff 

for doing a truly remarkable job to keep staff and 

children safe and well, and to maintain a focus upon 

providing a high quality of education that will have 

an impact far beyond the current tough times we are 

living through. 

There have been many highlights this term that I 

would like to share with you. I have been impressed 

how well your children have focused on their learning 

and have worked to address any gaps in knowledge 

they have due to missing so much schooling through 

lockdown. I know the GL assessments and individual 

subject recovery plans have assisted in identifying 

these gaps and will form the focus of their 

personalised learning next term. 

In addition, our and your charity efforts with £179 

raised for the Remembrance Day poppy appeal. 

Similarly, our link with the Henley community where 

we supported their fundraising efforts to “walk to 

Bethlehem” to assist in providing for the Henley 

Christmas lights.  When you travel through Henley 

high street in the evening, you can only be impressed 

with the quality of the display and the communal 

spirit this celebrates. You as parents have contributed 

£392 and counting through the parental Gateway 

process. 

Furthermore, the opportunity afforded by the walk to 

Bethlehem initiative and non-uniform day, allowed 

the students to participate in other fund-raising efforts 

in supporting other charities on that week, including 

mental health and anti-bullying. In total the day 

raised £932 pounds, much needed funds that we will 

distribute between these two charities.  
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This achievement by both our students and you as 

parents symbolises the superb attitude of all of you 

in demonstrating your charitable efforts and 

selfless characters in helping others who need 

additional support.  

I know the community will support our last 

fundraising effort on the last day of term, with a 

non-uniform day to assist the homeless this 

Christmas. On the back of the kindness week the 

affirmations written by our students epitomises 

everything that is good and special about Henley 

school. They represented such honesty and 

thought for others, and recognised how when we 

work collaboratively, both school, their peers and 

them as individuals benefit, ensuring that Henley 

school is a good place to be educated and 

personally developed.  

 There does at last seem more hope towards 

greater normality moving forward into a New Year 

and I would like to take this opportunity in wishing 

you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

and thanking you for your continued support. 

Best wishes  

Mark Wilson 



Laptops 4 Learners  
 

A local charity is refurbishing old laptops and 

distributing them to children who have no   

access to IT at home. If you have any old          

laptops (no matter what the condition) then 

please could you get in touch with                 

Mrs Laszcz llaszcz@henleyschool.com or hand 

them in at reception. 

Thank you for your support. 

Dinner Cards 
 

If your child has misplaced their dinner card  

they can request a replacement with the IT 

department. 

There will be a charge of £2.00 for a                  

replacement card to cover the additional 

printing costs.  More information regarding this 

will follow next term. 

Henley’s Dark Materials! 
 

On December 1st Year 11 BTEC Acting 

Companies performed Henley's Dark Materials 

for examined assessment. There was an 

excellent level of professionalism across the 

casts and a real sense of support for each 

other both during the day and on the 

afternoon performance.  

 

Grades will be shared soon with the learner 

actors, but a real 'well done' is deserved for 

mounting a production in difficult 

circumstances, and for a number of 

outstanding performances.  

 

The company will present devised work for 

performance next April, and I very much hope 

an audience will be allowed to share the work 

once again!  

 

Mr Eagles 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see later in the newsletter for the 

appraisal letter from the organisers of this 

year’s Shakespeare Schools Festival in 

response to Henley’s performance of    

Measure for Measure. 

Foodbank 

Stratford upon Avon Foodbank, and Stratford 

Churches Together are supporting the          

provision of a weekly food parcel delivery for 

struggling families living in and around       

Stratford during the Christmas break. Please 

see list of most wanted items, and contacts, 

later in this newsletter. 

Parking Outside of School 
 

Over the last few afternoons there’s several 

parents parking in Arden Road on double    

yellow lines causing terrible traffic congestion. 

Our local residents have been adversely     

affected and in some circumstances 

were  late picking up their own children from 

the junior school due to this.  We are          

concerned that this may cause an accident 

and the local residents have informed the  

police requesting that they  monitor the       

situation. 

Thanks for your support 

School Closes on Friday 18th December   

Early finish at 1.10pm 

Buses and transport will be notified to collect 

pupils from school at this time. 

Please ensure that your child can be            

collected from their drop off points at the    

earlier times. 

This will be a ‘festive’ non-uniform day for staff 

and pupils.  A £2.00 contribution will be        

collected for the Homeless Charity. 

Advance Notice   

Monday 11th January is a Concertina Day to       

provide additional staff training.                                 

School will close at 1pm. 
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Kindness Week  

The beautiful trees created in school, each 

leaf an affirmation written by our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every leaf is a young person considering their 

own and others mental health!  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

The Government has written to schools about 

the end of this term. Their letter contains the 

following: 

  

“We know that school and further education 

leaders, teachers and staff, as well as       

nurseries and childminders, have worked     

tirelessly over the last term. This has included 

their important role in contact tracing, to help 

in the national effort to limit the spread of the 

virus. We are aware that this has led to        

additional work over weekends and holidays 

and we are incredibly grateful for this. 

  

We recognise the challenges of this               

responsibility at the end of term. Public Health 

England has agreed a 6-day window after the 

final day of teaching in which schools and  

further education providers are asked to     

remain contactable so they can assist with 

contact tracing where necessary. This will    

allow enough time for positive coronavirus 

(COVID-19) cases to be identified and        

confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts 

in the education setting to be traced. We are 

clear that beyond 6 days after the final day of 

teaching, school and further education staff 

are not asked to play a role in any contact 

tracing. It is also likely that the need to support 

the tracing process will reduce dramatically 

over the course of the 6 days as the majority 

of cases should be identified earlier in the 

week.” 
  

Parents, if you could please email us the 

name of any child with a positive test               

following Henley school closure next Friday 

18th December. 

The senior leadership team will monitor the 

email address on each day of the first 6 days 

up until the 24th December.   

The email address is covid@henleyschool.com 

Our last day at school will be                             

Friday 18th December, with a 1.10pm finish 

time for your child. The buses have been    

contacted regarding the earlier finish. 

  

Thank you for all your support with these    

challenging and ever changing times. 

  

Kind regards, 

Mark Wilson 
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Year 7 have been getting into the festive spirit 

creating Christmas sheep for the community 

nativity . 
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Up to 50% off Rail Travel  
 

West Midland Railway’s Student Season Tickets are 

now available for purchase ahead of the spring 

term.  Students receive up to 50% discount when 

they purchase a termly season ticket. 

Please find information at www.wmr.uk/students 

Christmas Tree Sale 
 

The sale of Christmas trees continues for the final 

two weekends; 12th/13th and 19th/20th December. 

Festive Forestry will be in the coach park selling their 

luxury home grown trees between 10am-3pm each 

day.   






