Headteacher’s Corner
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
Welcome to the final half term of this academic
year. It has been a fantastic year in many ways,
but not without its challenges.
I’m delighted to see our students have settled
back into the usual routines of working in school
following this year’s disruption.
Students and staff have worked tirelessly
supporting Year 11 in our Centre Assessed
Grading process and Year 10 are in the midst of
their mock examinations. Year 9 are engaging in
their pathways choices and Year 8 have just
selected theirs. Finally, Year 7 are continuing to
showcase what a hardworking and engaged
year group they are!
To end this year we will have Sports Day, our
PRIDE awards – to award students hard work
and dedication, and other exciting events on
the horizon.
We look forward to seeing all the brilliant work
and learning students can do in this summer
term.
Kind Regards,
Mr Roper
Headteacher

Teaching and Learning
It's been lovely to get back to the reality of
classroom teaching! This term we have been
focussing on "Impact" and the magic that
impactful teaching can bring about. We were
lucky enough to be joined by Mrs Westmacott
on 26.05.21, the Chair of Governors, who is the
Link Governor for Teaching and Learning. We
visited a range of classes including Maths with
Miss Jones where students were looking at the
probability of pigs flying, Mrs Wright who was
teaching about language devices via Donald
Trump's use of rhetoric, Mr Lunn who was
helping his students prepare for this week's Year
10 exams and Miss Adams, the newest member
of the English team, showed that she has settled
in quickly whilst teaching about Romeo and
Juliet.

In particular it was pleasing to see the
improvement in the pupil's abilities to be able
to speak confidently about their target
grades and the next steps they need to take
to improve their progress.
Mrs Westmacott commented on the
calmness of the pupils and, despite it being
the end of a very busy term, the enjoyment
staff were showing in their teaching.
One of the best parts of my job is visiting other
teachers- we all never stop learning;
inspiration is normally just around the corner!
Mrs Price
Assistant Head

Covid Self Testing
May we thank you again and ask for your
continued support in twice weekly testing;
Sunday evening/Monday morning and
mid-week Wednesday evening/Thursday
morning. Please report results to links below:
- Microsoft Link
- https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
If the test returns a positive result please
report it to covid@henleyschool.com
Many thanks for your continued support.
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Forthcoming Dates:
w/c 14th June—Year 10 Exams
Thursday 17th June—Year 10 Parents’
Evening
23rd June—Year 6 Parent’s Induction Evening
6pm (Virtual)
7th July—Year 6 Induction Day
14th July—Sports Day (provisional)
16th July—Last day of term.
Early finish at 1.10pm
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A note from Miss Thompson….
Learning PRIDE
Students are busy raising their levels of
engagement in the classroom to meet the
expectations of Learning PRIDE.
Senior Leaders are regularly popping into
lessons to provide students with stickers and
treats to reward students who are working
with commitment and energy in the
classroom. Increasingly students are able to
have good conversations about their target
grades and where they are on their journey to
make Good or Outstanding progress.
Uniform
Now that we are moving into a more normal
way of life we are tightening up on
standards. Parents have all been sent a
reminder letter regarding uniform
expectations so that planning can ensure
there is focus on positivity in the school
community rather than challenge for unmet
uniform expectations. Could we please all
work together to support having both the
correct uniform and equipment, and do
remember we are here to help if there are
any financial pressures that make this
difficult.
Mental Wellbeing
We have significant facility to support mental
health in school through trained staff
coaching and referral. Parents should all
have downloaded the Class Charts which will
communicate daily the positive and negative
behaviour incidents. Please familiarise
yourselves with the Mental Wellbeing App and
communication and make sure your children
are also aware they can ask for help through
this.
Attendance
There is significant research to support the
importance of good attendance to ensure
academic success.
97-100%

No Risk

95-96.9%

Slight Risk

93-94.9%

Some Risk

90-92.9%

Serious Risk

Below 90%

Severe Risk

If your child is below the school target of 97%
you will be receiving letters, or be invited to
meetings, to discuss this together with any

support you need to meet this target. It is
crucial you let us know if your child is not
attending and provide medical evidence
where relevant.
PRIDE Event
The deadline for application for the PRIDE
award is Friday the 11th June – please
encourage our young people to complete their
cards and hand them in to their tutors. We
hope to be able to invite some parents to a
PRIDE Event at the beginning of July.
Miss Thompson
Deputy Head

The Stroke Association
One of our members of staff, Karen Nicholas,
has completed a 5km walk with her daughter
around Arrow Valley Lake in Redditch in
memory of her late husband who died of a
brain haemorrhage, over Christmas. It is a
poignant walk as this was their favourite
location for their regular walks.
It would be fantastic as a school community if
we could support such a worthwhile cause, as
well as our member of staff.
If you would like to support the Stroke
Association, we have set up an account in
school where you can donate your
contributions. You’ll find this on Gateway.
In anticipation, thanks for supporting this
worthwhile organisation and the fantastic work
that they do.
Mr Wilson
Consultant Headteacher

Literacy
Congratulations to Year 9 Literacy students
who have all completed their silver Step-Up
course.

They swear to an oath which is to protect
each other and look after one another. Even
their leader Fox has to face some challenges
along the way! You would love this book if you
like nature and friendships.
Great read!

Bedrock is an innovative and interactive
programme used by all students in the
Literacy groups from Years 7-11.
The Bedrock curriculum teaches students
more complex vocabulary: new words are
introduced in context via a range of
engaging fiction and non-fiction texts.
Bedrock Superstars:
-7K has completed the most lessons.

-Kyle Cocks has completed the most lessons in
Year 7.
-Holly Willis has completed the most lessons in
Year 9 and is the highest achiever in the
school.
-Maddy Hill-Brown has completed the most
lessons in Year 8.
-Violet Geeling has made the most progress in
the whole school.
Biblionasium Book Reviews
Regular reading, even just for 10 minutes a
day, can help to improve your child’s
vocabulary and spark their imagination.
If your child is stuck for what to read next, take
a look at these reviews written by Henley
students:

This book is about the famous author
Jacqueline Wilson. It’s all about her life from
when she was a teenager. I really enjoyed this
book because it was very detailed about this
girl’s daily life. It was all very relatable to life
today which I wasn't expecting, but I was
pleasantly surprised. There were blogs from
when she was fourteen and also little additions
from when she was about to publish this book.
My favourite friend was a girl called Chris who
had very similar interests to me and she
seemed like a good person to be around. The
book was based on all sorts of things: holidays,
clubs, books, clothes and more. I really
enjoyed this book, even though I was
expecting to hate it. I would recommend this
to around 10–13 year olds, as I feel that they
would understand this the most.
Mrs Jones
English Department

This book was introduced to me during
lockdown and I haven't been able to put
down the series since. The story is about a
group of animals who have been driven out
of their home in Farthing Wood by human
builders and are trying to get to White Deer
Park, a nature reserve. They were guided by
Toad who had been taken there by humans.
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Performing Arts

Year 11 Music

Despite the pandemic making practical Arts
lessons and activities more difficult there have
still been many achievements to celebrate in
the Performing Arts Department this term.
Well done to Phillippe Downing (Year 8) and
Daisy Bradley (Year 7) who have passed their
Piano and Flute exams, taken remotely –
a fantastic achievement. Congratulations also
go to Jamie Taylor, Ava Casson, Madison Field
and Amelie Richelet for their solo competition
entries to Great Big Dance Off. Their
performances had beautiful technique and we
are very excited for next year’s in person
competition.
Congratulations to Year 11 Actors who
performed their Component 3: Responding to
a Brief pieces on 4th May. The devised work
ranged from hard hitting naturalism to
friendships made in gaming worlds. We saw
GCSE English poetry woven into highly relevant
'Me Too' work and even figured out how to
drown someone on stage! (No Year 11 Actors
were harmed in the making of this outstanding
work).
Finally, we would like to congratulate all the
Year 11 pupils who have taken Performing Arts
subjects over their time at Henley.
Year 11 Dance

Despite the disruption to their courses they
have been fantastic in their attitude and work
ethic and we have really enjoyed working with
them. We would like to thank them (and their
parents) for all their hard work and support
over the past five years when it comes to
performing in concerts, school shows, dance
showcases and plays – we will miss you very
much! Good luck in all that you do next.
Miss Blyth
Director of Performing Arts

Reminder – ClassCharts
A reminder that both students AND parent
logins are available for ClassCharts. This
allows you to track behaviour and also see
homework due dates, completion progress
and specific details regarding homework set,
which can be used to guide you in
supporting your child. If you require a
reminder of your parental (or student) login
please contact support@henleyschool.com .

Music Tuition
Year 11 Drama

There are many benefits in learning to play a
musical instrument. Lesson requests are now
being taken for the autumn term.
-Vocal
-Guitar
-Drum
-Piano
-Woodwind
-Violin
Please forward any enquiries to Mrs Lewis at
slewis@henleyschool.com.

Numeracy
We’ve had some fantastic engagement in the
numeracy activities so far this year. Well done
to our Autumn Numeracy Ninja Warriors for
amazing improvement in scores.
Competition is on for the Spring/Summer
Warriors!
For our monthly numeracy challenges, currently
ahead is 7L3 for Year 7, 8J for Year 8 and, joint
for Year 9, are 9O and 9L. We’ve still got two
months to go; it’s going to be close!
Here is a taster of one of our previous
challenges:

assessments are based on work they have
done this year, so none of it will be a big
surprise, they just need to do their best!
After summer Year 7 will be moving into Year 8
and will no longer be the youngest in the
school which means they need to take on the
responsibility of being positive role models to
all the incoming Year 7 students which I know
they will be. They will be in the capable hands
of Miss Smail, our Year 8 Progress Leader and I
wish them all the best as they continue their
Henley journey, although I will, of course, be
checking in to see how they are getting on.
Enjoy the final half term and see you at the
finish line.
Mr Coughlin-Miller
Progress Leader Year 7

Report from Year 8 and 9 Progress Leader

Ms Lee
Maths Department

Report from Year 7 Progress Leader
Year 7 had a packed and exciting half termwell done to all students for their resilience,
perseverance and adaptability coming back
after Easter. We are on the home run now with
only 6 weeks until the summer break, but plenty
to do in that time.
Last half term, as part of Mental Health Week,
Year 7 planted sunflowers and explored how
nature, and nurturing something, can have a
positive impact on our mental health, can be
used as a successful mindfulness activity, as well
as being great fun.
Some Year 7 students have also been busy
writing postcards and filming welcome
messages to all the Year 6 students who will be
joining us in September.
After visiting some of these Primary Schools, lots
of the pupils and teachers have commented on
the peace of mind this gave some students who
are slightly nervous about starting Secondary
School, so a big thank you to Year 7 for that.
This half term, Year 7 have their end of year
exams in all subjects to determine the progress
they have made this year. Please tell them not
to worry about these- they will be sat in lessons
and their class teachers will walk and talk them
through what they will be doing. All the

After what has been a very interesting year at
the very least, we have been giving some
thought to the link between nature and
mental health. On the back of my recent
assembly on Nature, form tutors considered
with their tutees which parts of nature
became more important to them and how
that helped with their own emotional
wellbeing. We all went out in form groups
(Year 8 students first and then Y9 students the
following week) and, under the support of the
fantastic form tutors, planted sunflower seeds
to be grown in the school green house. I’m
sure there will be some healthy competition
between students for who’s sunflower grows
the tallest!
It’s been an important time for Year 8 in the
last weeks. The students have been choosing
their GCSE Options. It’s been great to see the
number of students who have been taking
their choices very seriously and with careful
consideration. All the conversations with
parents have been invaluable and I’m sure
they’re looking forward to taking up the
challenge in September.
Year 9 students are in the last five weeks of
having my support as their Progress Leader.
It’s time for them to move to upper school
where they have two years of hard work
ahead but I’m sure, with Mr Insley looking
after them, they will transition easily. The best
of luck to you all in your continued studies.
Mrs Smail
Progress Leader Year 8 and 9

Physical Education

Let's make 'Fitness Studio’ at
Henley in Arden School happen!

The PE department have started a
crowdfunding project for which we are aiming
to raise funds to convert the old barn (behind
the new science block) into a 'Multiuse Fitness
Studio'. Funds raised will be used to convert
this disused outbuilding into a fitness, health
and wellbeing centre for pupils of
Henley-in-Arden school and Venture
Academy. Local residents from the
community will have opportunities to use the
space at evenings or weekends.
We would love it if you could show your
support by ‘liking’ or ‘donating’ using the
website address below to access our project
page.
https://communityfund.calor.co.uk/
henleyfitness
On the project page you will see that ‘likes’
receive 1 point and donations 10 points. (You
must be 18 or over to do this). By the 27th July
projects with the highest points will be granted
up to £5000 additional funds from Calor.
Please share this link with everyone you know
to give us a chance to win!
Below is a web address which links to a short
video made by the kids at Henley and Venture Academy to help you understand what
the project is about and what it would mean
to them.
https://youtu.be/WVbHFQLi4UM
Any contribution large or small will be hugely
appreciated and any page ‘likes’ will be a
step in the right direction to help us reach our
goal!
Thank you.
Mr McDowell
Physical Education

Careers News

England, the Police and many more:

Class of 2021: Over the summer period, our
Year 11 students may wish to check out NCS
who are running some fantastic two week
programmes over the summer break. Activities
include:
-Mountain Biking
-Paddle boarding
-Bush craft
-Food for Thought
-Workshops with House of Parliament/local
MP
-Loud Speaker (public speaking workshops)
-Mental Health workshops
-Social action

https://www.speakersforschools.org/
experience-2/vwex/

If you would like to find out more search NCS
and register online. https://wearencs.com/

Reminder – Free School Meals

Next Generation Engineers
If you are interested in becoming an engineer,
then please look at the website below. Learn
about engineering carers, potential local
employers and local places to further your
education.

https://www.nextgenmakers.co.uk/prospectus/

Speakers for School Virtual Work Experience
Unfortunately, Year 10 and 11 have not had the
opportunity to take up work experience
placements. This month we have a virtual work
experience opportunity for all of our Year 10 and
11 students. Year 11 students can sign up for
these opportunities to do at home (Year 10 will
be taking part within school). They could get to
hear from organisations such as IBM, Bank of

A new app called The Youth Card has been
introduced to help students see
the opportunities available along with lots of
other careers guidance and
discounts.
https://www.speakersforschools.org/about/
youthcard/

Did you know that you may be eligible to
claim free school meals for your child up to
the age of 16 years old, if you or your partner
are in receipt of one of the following:
-Income Support
-Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
-Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance
-Support under Part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999
-The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income of no more than
£16,190)
-Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit
-Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1
April 2018 your household income must be
less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not
including any benefits you get)
All free school meal applications go through
Warwickshire (even if you live out of county).
You can apply by clicking on the link:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/educationlearning/apply-free-school-meals
or by telephoning: 0800 4081448

Mrs Laszcz
Assistant Head

Report from Year 10 and 11 Progress Leader

Year 11

Year 10

So the time at Henley has now drawn to a
close. I hope that students are now getting a
very well earned rest after what has been a
very busy and challenging assessment period.

As the year draws to a close its been a very
busy and eventful year for Year 10! We are now
heading rapidly towards the summer and this
also brings Year 11 on the horizon! With this in
mind I would like to remind you of the exciting
opportunity for the Year 10 Summer school,
where I would like to see as many students
attending as possible. The week will be made
up of enrichment activities aimed at getting
students ready for next year and looking at
subject supported work in a fun and engaging
way.
With mock exams coming to an end next week
students have been working exceptionally hard
and its been really pleasing having
conversations with the students after these
where revision and hard work has paid off. They
have been excellent in their first series of exams
that have followed the strict exam protocols
they will face in their GCSE exams next summer.
It will also be a year of new opportunities
coming up with prefect, senior prefect and
head boy / girl applications in and these will
soon be announced so students can start to fit
into their roles soon – so keep an eye out for
these announcements!

We can now look forward to gaining the
results that students have worked so hard to
achieve, and it was lovely to have a great
send off afternoon in the leavers assembly.
Please watch the 3 videos linked below to
look at what the students were able to see on
that day and share in the memories that they
have made over their time here.
The final message for Year 11 is good luck!
Good luck in your new journeys next year, its
been a pleasure to have been your progress
leader and see you develop, I wish you all the
best for your next steps and hope that you are
all able to be doing something that you enjoy.
I hope that you leave with fond memories of
your time at Henley for years to come!
Enjoy the videos!
Mr Insley
https://youtu.be/WxhKhzW3RRg
https://youtu.be/CxHcSKrVd8Y
https://youtu.be/VUy0sQcNfUk

Mr Insley

Year 10 Summer School – 16th–20th August 2021
To further support our Year 10 pupils, who have had a tough time through
the pandemic, we have put together a programme of events to help with
their transition into Year 11 and support them with well-being and curriculum
based opportunities. Between 16th-20th August an exciting programme of
events will take place to support this.
The Summer School is not wholly in class revision based, but instead includes
a range of activities to boost learning and support mental health and
wellbeing through a range of fun and exciting opportunities. A range of
teaching expertise and outside groups are being lined up to come and
support this and I would strongly encourage all students to attend to
enable them to get the most from Year 11.
If you have any further questions about this please get in touch with
Mr Insley via jinsley@henleyschool.com

