
Headteacher’s Welcome 
 

Dear All,  
 

As the winter months draw in, we look forward to 

lots of exciting things happening at Henley in 

Arden to support our students.  
 

Year 11 are busy preparing for their mock 

examinations and we are delighted to see 

many of them attending support sessions to 

ensure they are ready.  
 

We have launched our performing arts               

extra-curricular programme and we are 

underway in our plans for the school's kindness 

week, a week of activities all about how we can 

support our school and wider community.  
 

We have also re-launched our school library with 

a guest author who met Year 7s. It's wonderful to 

see our students take part in the library's 

lunchtime chess and board games club. We 

encourage all our students to take home books 

and enjoy reading at home! 
 

Mr Roper 

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN SCHOOL 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 12 November 2021 

 

Forthcoming dates 
 

Thursday 18th November 

Year 11 Parents Evening 4.15pm— 
 

Monday 6th December 

Year 11 mock examinations begin 
 

Thursday 9th December 

Year 10 Parents Evening 4.15pm— 
 

Tuesday 14th December  

Christmas Carol Concert 
 

Thursday 16th December 

School breaks up 3.10pm 

 

www.henleyschool.com 

Twitter: @HenleySchool  

 

Teaching and Learning 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On the 20th October as the pupils came into 

school this was the view whilst being on duty. 

What do you find at the end of a rainbow? 

That’s right a pot of gold, a serendipitous turn of  

events as we were working on our most      

recent reward the Gold Standard Bonus. The 

Gold Standard Bonus was launched to pupils 

in their second Learn to Learn Assembly last 

week, the slide shows the range of ways in 

which pupils can achieve this.  
 

When your child accomplishes this they are 

even more a part of our Henley pot of gold...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Price 

Assistant Head 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nikki Thompson 

Deputy Head Teacher 

DSL 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindness Week 

 
The first of our Kindness Weeks will be starting 

on 15th November in line with National          

Anti-Bullying Week.  Students are encouraged 

to wear odd socks every day in celebration of 

our differences !  
 

The Friday will be a non uniform day for Year 

10 and 11 who pay £2 for the privilege, and 

Years 7-9 will remain in school uniform but will 

have the opportunity to gain sponsorship in 

support of the Henley Christmas Lights “Walk 
to Bethlehem” event.  All monies raised on the 

Friday will support the community’s Christmas 
lights project. 

 

We will also be completing lightbulbs during 

this activity as we explore empathy towards 

others. 

 

Throughout the week students will link subjects 

to anti-bullying and get involved in a  number 

of activities – we will also launch our tree 

bombing preparation as is now a tradition at 

school, so please can we ask for any            

donations of wool to help us with our          

mindfulness fun. 

 

 

Monday Year 9 anti-bullying 

Assembly 

Year 7, 8, 10 and 11 

One Kind Word 

postcard to a 

teacher of your 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bright and 

odd socks 

every day 

Tuesday Year 7/8 anti-

bullying Assembly 

Year 9 One Kind 

Word postcards 

Year 10/11; How do 

we handle our        

differences          

Weds Tree Bombing      

Preparation and 

the importance of 

mindfulness to have 

Thursday Year 10/11 anti-

bullying Assembly 

Year 7-9; How do 

we handle our            

differences            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bright and 

odd socks 

every day 

Friday Year 7-9 Write a 

lightbulb and walk 

a mile 
 

Year 10/11           

Non Uniform Day 
 

Senior students 

hand teachers their 

postcards. 

Topic for discussion: 

How do  we handle 

our differences 

presentation 

PE Extra Curricular 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition Dates 

  

Football- A & B team 7-a-side SW schools @ 

Stratford (AMA & JJA) 

- Tue 16th Nov Year 8 

- Thu 25th Nov Year 7 

- Tue 7th Dec Year 9 

 

 ESFA Cup Year 11 games TBC (MWI & AMA) 

 
Netball Fixtures 

Wed 17th Nov @ Studley yrsTBC 

 
Climbing Trip 

6th & 13th Dec all day GCSE Year 10  

Weekly Practices 

  

Tue Netball Year 7 

(Ms Campton & WASPS)  

Wed Rugby ALL years (WASPS) 

Trampolining  

Thu Netball 

Yr8,9,10,11 

(Ms Williams & WASPS) 

Fri Cricket (invitation only) 



  
English 
 

Some of our Year 8’s have been investigating 
a crime scene in their English lessons as part of 

their study of Sherlock Holmes and detective 

fiction. Selected students played the parts of 

the lead suspects in the murder investigation, 

whilst the rest of the class took on the role of 

the detective and interrogated suspects.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A poem by Jacob Batchelor in Year 10,         

inspired by his study of 'Jekyll and Hyde.'  

This is a great strategy for consolidating          

learning and practising key English skills.  

 
Story of the Door Poem | Part 1 

English/Shakespearean Sonnets 

 

Let me tell you of Mr. Utterson, 

Cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse, 

He had only close friends, like his cousins, 

A man living in a good lawyer's course. 

He trained to be a lawyer for a while, 

And developed a technique of his own, 

He dressed neatly, in Victorian style, 

Performing so much good, he was well 

known. 

He was austere with himself, very severe, 

He enjoyed the theatre, but rarely went, 

He hadn't crossed the doors for twenty years, 

A life spent secure is a life well spent. 

But then came the case of Jekyll and Hyde, 

For it was him to sort through truth and lie! 
 

Jacob Batchelor 

Year 10 

 

Library Re-launch Day and Author Visit 

There have been so many exciting events   

happening in our library recently.  

On Tuesday 2nd November we held our library 

re-launch day, which was a great success! Our 

visiting author, Christopher Edge, whose books 

have won many awards, led creative          

workshops for Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils and 

wowed them with scientific facts which had 

sparked ideas for many of his books. With 

Christopher’s guidance, students engaged in 
the creative writing process and came up with 

their own story ideas using a scientific fact 

about the amount of energy generated by a 

single bolt of lightning. Christopher was very 

impressed with their efforts!  

At the end of the visit, our three student           

librarians, Ewan, Charlotte and Benjamin, were 

fortunate enough to have lunch with              

Christopher and ask him questions about his 

journey towards becoming an established          

author and the writing process he uses. Our 

student librarians asked engaging and   

thought-provoking questions and represented 

their school admirably.  

There is a real buzz about the library amongst 

pupils and it has become a hive of activity 

throughout the day, with library induction          

lessons, as well as book loans and board 

games at lunch and break times.  

Please do all you can to encourage your child 

to visit the library and help it continue to grow. 

Thank you. 
 

Mrs Marsh 

School Librarian 

 

 

 



Incident at the Window Poem 
 

'Twas a Sunday when Mr. Utterson was on his 

usual walk, 

And Mr. Enfield joined him for their casual talk. 

They stumbled upon that door so blistered, 

Where Mr. Utterson heard that story from Enfield, 

Mister. 

 

Enfield said to Utterson, "We shall never see 

more of Mr. Hyde," 

But little did he know they would, though they 

tried. 

They tried to be rid of him, once and for all, 

But Utterson would see him again, when the 

moon would be tall. 

 

The two described Hyde, short and repulsive. 

They concurred that when you see him, your 

mind is convulsive. 

They discussed Mr. Hyde's back door to Henry 

Jekyll's, 

But any thought of Hyde stung them like a      

nettle. 

 

Then an idea came to Mr. Utterson, 

Of a way to get Jekyll to finally see the sun. 

You see Dr. Jekyll had been locked up of late, 

In his own seclusion for which there was much 

debate. 

 

Following his idea, Utterson walked 

With Enfield towards Jekyll's while they talked 

Of what they could do to get Jekyll out, 

But then they saw him, three stories up, just 

about. 

 

"What! Jekyll!" He cried. "I trust you are better!" 

"I am very low," Jekyll replied, as sad as a          

debtor. 

"You stay too much indoors, you should be out 

like us!" 

Mr. Utterson pleaded, so his argument he        

adjusts. 

 

"We shall speak to you from where we are!"          

Utterson said, 

"If we can't walk, we shall just talk instead!" 

"That is just what I was about to venture to            

propose," 

But the doctor's face changed, and the Lawyer 

froze! 

 

The doctor had an expression of such abject 

terror and despair, 

Before he jolted back into the building, so dim 

it was more a lair. 

The two men outside went pale, their blood 

frozen with fear, 

The glimpse scared them so much it was their 

fright of the year. 

 

They left the court in silence, and didn't talk for 

another two streets, 

Utterson said, "God, forgive us!" And their terror 

was complete. 

Unable to talk, Enfield simply nodded and 

continued in silence. 

His mind: afraid, from Jekyll's pseudoscience. 

 

Mr. Utterson reached home and sat by the 

fire, 

His mind grew weary and his conscience tired. 

This, I tell you, now concludes the tale, 

Of the horror that turned Gabriel Utterson 

pale. 

 

Jacob Batchelor 

Year 10 

Henley Book Drive 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 

books to our very successful book drive. The 

library received over 200 donations! These 

have helped broaden the range of fiction 

and non-fiction available to our students, and 

will contribute to our continuing efforts to               

encourage reading for pleasure across the 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Marsh 

School Librarian 



Performing Arts 
 

Acting 

On Saturday 30th October 7 students from 

Years 9 - 11 were rewarded for their             

commitment in Acting with a complimentary 

ticket to see a performance at the Henley 

Guild Hall.  
 

The production was a one man show about the 

gay rights pioneer, and unlikely celebrity, 

Quentin Crisp. With some brilliant witticisms and 

superb performance skills the actor              

Mark Farrelly took us from the shabby 1950's  

Soho, to the bright lights of Broadway in one 

hour and 15 minutes!    
 

The students were also invited to a Q&A session 

with the actor, who we are hoping to develop 

further links with as an industry partner, for our 

Acting students.  
 

Thanks to Miss Barker for accompanying          

Mr Eagles on the trip too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Music 
 

Congratulations to Gracie Prowse and            

Isla Ashman who both got to collaborate with 

‘Collabro’ at Symphony Hall on Monday           
11th October. They were singing alongside the 

acclaimed group with their choir ‘Pop Voices’ 
and did a fantastic job. Well done to both of 

you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Henley Voices (Year 7 and 8) 

Thursday lunchtime in the music room –           

all welcome 

 

Grace Notes (Years 9,10 and 11)  
Friday lunchtime in the music room –                

all welcome, KS4 Music students highly                   

recommended! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Rehearsals continue in earnest ahead of  

Christmas musical activities this year. If you are 

interested in taking part either come along to 

choir or come and speak to Miss Blyth. 

Henley Rural Cinema 
 

We are pleased to announce the re-opening 

of Henley Rural Cinema at the Memorial Hall , 

Station Rd, Henley in Arden.  
 

Next screening ‘My Old Lady’ is on Thursday 
25th November.  Doors open at 7pm. 
 

If you wish to be placed on the mailing list for 

future movie performances please contact 

David Broadbent at 

dave.broadbent@live.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:dave.broadbent@live.co.uk


 

It is also the time of the year where I am 

looking to see who is in the running for Head 

Boy / Head Girl, along with the senior prefect 

team, so if they are a student who is looking to 

this, keeping focussed in lessons and well 

behaved in and around school will go a long 

way towards this.  
 

Subjects will now also be starting to get real, 

with assessments taking place and a real 

focus towards exams (although Year 11 seems 

a long way away). If your child is worried 

about this, please get them to speak to me 

and we can help. Rewards for the first half 

term have also been given out so well done to 

the tombola winners!  

 

Year 11  
 

With the build up to mocks around the corner 

now, it is great to see that students are 

attending the period 6 timetable when  they 

have been asked, attendance to this has 

been very good! If your child needs some 

support in terms of getting past exam papers 

to practice, please ask class teachers or 

myself! I would also like to say keep going to 

the Year 11s, the hard work that you are 

putting in will pay off! It will soon be prom 

before they know it! Rewards for the first half 

term have also been given out so well done to 

the tombola winners! 
 

Mr Insley 

Progress Leader Year 10 and 11 

 

Report from Year 10 and 11 Progress Leader 
 

Year 10 
 

This is always the tricky term with it getting darker 

and colder, but I have been pleased with how 

the Year 10s have been handling themselves.  

Report from Year 7 Progress Leader 
 

It has been another fantastic few weeks for  

Year 7. They are well and truly settled into life at 

Henley School and are already making         

wonderful progress in lessons. At the end of last 

week, it was a pleasure to hold a Rewards      

Assembly for all the hard work and dedication 

they had shown. Over 200 certificates were   

given out for attendance, behaviour and   

character as well as prizes including Amazon   

vouchers, lunch vouchers and cinema tickets.     
 

Well done to all of Year 7, it was a great           

recognition of the brilliant work you have been 

doing.   These assemblies will take place at the 

end of every half term.  
 

Some students, following our internal                  

assessments, will have moved sets/groups at the 

start of this half term. This is a thorough process 

to ensure that students are in the correct group 

matching their abilities so that learning can be 

tailored and personalised to their needs. If you 

have any queries about this, please get in 

touch.  
 

A reminder about uniform. All students should 

be wearing correct uniform and shoes, with 

shirts tucked in, hair tied back and no piercings 

except stud earrings. If you are unsure about 

the uniform, please visit our website where there 

is a comprehensive list of uniform items that are 

acceptable.  
 

For Kindness Week next week, we are going to 

be tree-bombing Henley High Street with       

pom-poms. Can we ask for contributions of 

wool to be sent in and given to form tutors or 

Pastoral staff. The more wool, the better! 
 

Well done Year 7 on a fantastic start to your 

second half term, and I look forward to seeing 

more of your achievements as we approach 

the run up to Christmas.  
 

Mr Coughlin-Miller 

Progress Leader Year 7 

 

 

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN SCHOOL 

Stratford Road 

Henley in Arden 

B95 6AF 

www.henleyschool.com 

01564 792364 

@HenleySchool 
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Report from Year 8 and 9 Progress Leader 

The COP 26 meeting is coming to an end this 

week. We are all aware of international        

governments discussing how they can           

decrease climate change over the next 10 

years.  
 

The Y8 and 9 students have been reflecting on 

this and the school’s part that it can play. They 
have been focussing on our impact on our    

environment so the Year 8 & Year 9 Agents for 

Change, who were selected earlier this term, 

are working hard to identify the main ‘green’ 
concerns for the year groups.  
 

On the back of this they will summarise and 

present their findings to Mr Roper and the    

governors, to put forward a green initiative and 

change our environmental impact for 

the  coming year.  
 

This is a leadership opportunity for the students 

involved and it’s so impressive to see their     
ideas and motivation.  
 

The Agents will work for an entire term in their 

role and then new Agents will be appointed 

giving leadership opportunities for 6 students 

per form per year.  
 

I look forwards to seeing the outcome!  
 

Miss Smail  

Progress Leader Year 8 and 9 

 

Liberty Price, Year 7, has 

made a selfless decision to 

have her long hair cut and       

donate it to a charity called 

'The Little Princess Trust'.  
 

The charity makes wigs for children who have 

lost their hair to cancer and therefore her hair 

went towards making a wig for a child with the 

disease.  
 

Not only did she donate her hair but also raised 

£510 for the charity so that they can continue 

to support children and their families through 

such a difficult and distressing time.  
 

Well done Liberty, this is such a fantastic 

achievement.   
 

Mrs Monk  

Reminder – Free School Meals 

Did you know that you may be eligible to claim 

free school meals for your child up to the age 

of 16 years old, if you or your partner are in   

receipt of one of the following: 

 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 

 the guaranteed element of Pension 

Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 

weeks after you stop qualifying for          

Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after  

1 April 2018 your household income must 

be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and 

not including any benefits you get) 
 

All free school meal applications go through 

Warwickshire (even if you live out of county).  
 

You can apply by clicking on the link: https://

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/

apply-free-school-meals or by telephoning: 

0800 4081448  

 

Mrs Laszcz 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


Physical Education 
 

WASPS Rugby gifted tickets to Henley pupils for 

their last two home games. We watched the 

WASPS win against Bristol Bears and           

Northampton Saints. It has been a great        

experience for the pupils in the lead up to 

their school rugby season!  

Rugby practice has started with the support of 

WASPS coaches. It is every Wednesday after 

school this half term. ALL PUPILS ARE WELCOME 

TO GET INVOLVED!  

Year 7 
 

Year 7 footballers were sporting their new kit 

over at Campion. It was a tale of 2 halves with 

Henley dominating play in the 1st half and       

Campion in the 2nd. Lots of great                      

performances & lessons learnt.                              

Final score 4-3 to Campion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 
 

The Year 8 football team played their first 

home match. They stormed to an 8-3 VICTORY 

against Campion. Terrific result from a strong 

squad!  

 

Year 10 
 

The Year 10 footballers played Aylesford away 

in a highly competitive game resulting in a 3-1 

loss. This didn’t knock the smiles from the boys 
who played their hearts out! 
 

Year 11 
 

The boys played against St Benedict’s School 
result draw 3-3, Alcester Academy result draw  

1-1 and Norton Canes result 4-2 loss, knocking 

them out of the ESFA Cup in Rd2. More league 

fixtures to follow and we wish the boys the best 

of luck. 



Physical Education 
 

Year 7 
 

Year 7 Netballers had their first fixture with a 

close fought match against Studley High School. 

Well done girls keep it up. 

Year 9 
 

The Year 9 netball squad had a great first fixture 

this term at the South Warwickshire tournament. 

They came 4th overall with some promising play 

throughout the round robin format.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 
 

The Year 10 Netball team came 4th in the South 

Warwickshire tournament with some great 

teamwork and tactical play. They also played 

their league fixture to Studley High school. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Henley U16 netballers were over at 

Stratford to play in the South Warwickshire 

tournament. They put their training to good 

use and played some really competitive 

games. Well done girls!  

 

WASPS Netball Coaching 
 

It has been great to have support from WASPS 

netball at our training sessions this season. 

Grace will continue training with the girls 

throughout this term. Year 7 training continues 

on Tuesday after school and Year 8-11 training 

continues on Thursdays after school. 

 



Career News 

Year 10 are in the process of deciding what kind of 

work experience placement they would like to go on. 

We are encouraging them to find their own         

placements within the local area. Have a look at the 

national careers service website if you need a bit of 

inspiration deciding what to do: https://

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ Please get in touch 

with Mrs Laszcz if you are unsure what to do. 

Year 11 students have now all had appointments for half an hour careers meetings with our    

external careers advisers. We will be offering appointments later on in the term for the few who 

missed appointments due to illness and for those who need further advice. Applications for          

post-16 placements should be made by the end of term. Open evenings are still taking place 

for some of the colleges. You can apply for more than one course (and most are done online)  

and if you are applying for an apprenticeship, we would advise that you also apply for a       

college/sixth form place as a ‘back-up’.                                                                                                 

If you would like any help with applications, then please see Mrs Laszcz 

 

Apprenticeship information: 

Information about apprenticeships offered in Warwickshire/Worcestershire:                                  

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-359457248-25 

Find an apprenticeship: https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  

Local colleges:  

Stratford College: https://www.stratford.ac.uk/ 

Solihull College: https://www.solihull.ac.uk/ 

WCG colleges (Leamington, Warwick, Evesham, Moreton Morrel): https://wcg.ac.uk/page/92/

colleges  

Redditch College: https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/about/our-campuses/redditch/?

gclid=CjwKCAiAm7OMBhAQEiwArvGi3LPma1Kuy1DbT79No-

CMHlankDhWkpxQvPRzvMmYGwzY3lyWTmAOAhoCiOMQAvD_BwE 

Cadbury College: https://www.cadcol.ac.uk/ 

 

 

Reminder – ClassCharts 

 
A reminder that both students AND parent logins are available for 

ClassCharts. This allows you to track behaviour and also see  

homework due dates, completion progress and specific details 

regarding homework set which can be used to guide you in      

supporting your child. If you require a reminder of your parental  

(or student) login please contact support@henleyschool.com  
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