Headteacher’s Welcome
Dear All,
Spring has sprung, which has meant the
re-opening of our field to enable the return of
summer sports and open-up space for our
students.

at different points in History.
So, with the weather having been as clement
as it has, hopefully nobody has felt the need
to chork, your children may well be niblings,
and here’s hoping we help your children to
become logophiles...

It was a delight to welcome our Year 7 parents
in to school, some for the first-time post covid
restrictions, to discuss our ethos and
expectations at Henley, and to see school
performances take place with a live audience.
Well done to Sarah Blyth and the Year 11 music
students for a wonderful showcase of their
talents on the 24th March.
We are now on the countdown to our first exam
series in two years, and will continue to support
our students as they journey towards this.
Please do support us in checking students home
learning, all students should be completing work
at home to support them with their studies. We
have homework club open for those that wish to
do this in school.
I wish you and your family a happy Easter break.
Mr Roper

Ms Price
Assistant Head
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Would you rather be a snollygoster, a nibling, a
logophile or a chork?

Forthcoming dates

This was the Big Question I asked the pupils in this
year’s third Learning to Learn Assembly. I have
to admit, for as long as I can remember, I have
been a self-confessed logophile, and want our
pupils to love words just as much as I do.
We spoke about escaping our word ruts. It is so
easy for us all to fall into the trap of a repeated
word or phrase that becomes synonymous with
us. I have challenged the pupils to try to extend
and develop their vocabulary so they can feel
proud of the manner in which they
communicate with others.
Researching the assembly I found the words
shared in the image; isn’t it interesting how old
English words can resonate even more strongly
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Friday 8th April
School breaks up for Easter (normal time)
Monday 25th April
School opens for the summer term
Tuesday 26th April
Seminar for Parents 6pm
Yr8 KS4 Pathway (Options)
Thursday 28th April
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Monday 2nd May
School closed for Bank Holiday

Library
There have been so many occasions to mark
this past month. The display at the front of the
library has been a bit of a blur with different
books, display materials and information,
highlighting each one.
World Book Day 2022
First, we celebrated the 25th anniversary of
World Book Day, with various activities
throughout the school. In the library, we gave
away over 270 free World Book Day books to
our students and hundreds of World Book Day
book tokens.
Book Cover Quiz
In the library, we ran a very successful book
cover quiz, which asked students to guess the
title and author of 25 books released in the 25
years that World Book Day has been running.
One point was available for each correctly
guessed author and each correctly guessed
book title. The catch – only the illustration was
visible – all titles and authors were removed. In
first place was Charlotte Comer (10O) who
scored 38/50 and won a £10 book token. In
second and third places were Ewan Sparrow
(8L) who scored 23/50 and Erin Newbold (7H)
who scored 21/50. They each won a large
bag of Cadbury mini eggs for their efforts.
Well done to our winners and thank you to all
students who participated.

Masked Reader Competition
During form time, students took part in a
‘Masked Reader’ competition. Staff were filmed
reading excerpts from their favourite books
while wearing a mask and students were asked
to work together as a form to guess the
‘Masked Reader’. We had a tie breaker
between 7B and 7H, who both correctly
guessed the most masked readers, so, in order
to choose a winner, each form was asked to
guess the number of library loans we’ve had
since September 2021. 7H were the closest, with
their guess of 1600 library loans. Well done to 7H,
who won chocolates for the whole form, and
thank you to all students and form tutors who
took part.

Mini-Book Swap
In the library, we also ran a mini-book swap.
Children were asked to bring in a book that
they had enjoyed and would like to swap for
one brought in by another student. Over 30
books were brought in and swapped by
students who were very happy to take a new
book home, for very little effort.

Library

Ukraine

International Women’s Day 2022
In the library, we celebrated International
Women’s Day, which took place on 8th March.
Our display reflected a diverse group of
excellent role models, many of whom had
overcome great adversity. Each title talked
about their different strengths and
achievements and highlighted a need for the
acceleration of gender parity. On this globally
celebrated day, we shared books that
celebrated the social, economic, cultural and
political achievements of women from around
the world.

Thank you to everyone who so generously
donated to our Ukraine appeal.
We have taken two minibuses filled with
donations to local drop-off points on the start of
it’s journey to Ukraine.
In school we have
organised cake bakes, a
non-uniform day with a
blue/yellow theme and
we have also tree
bombed both within
school and the
community.
So far we have raised
£861.92 for Ukraine
causes as well as delivering lots of essential
goods.
This week we are planning to make and raffle a
sweet and chocolate hamper. Please could
any donations of sealed confectionery treats
be sent into school for the attention of Miss
Thompson.
Thank you very much once again.

New Book Requests
Finally, we have introduced new titles to the
library collection, that have been specifically
requested by our students. So, if you have requested a book in the last few months, please
visit the library to borrow it. All new titles will be
opened up to all library users after one week.

We would like to wish all our pupils and
parents a Happy Easter

Mrs Marsh
School Librarian

Year 7 Residential—PGL Boreatton Park
There are a few places remaining on the Year
7 residential visit to PGL Boreatton Park in July.

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN SCHOOL
Stratford Road
Henley in Arden
B95 6AF

If you would like more information about these
please contact Mrs Lewis on
slewis@henleyschool.com.
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Performing Arts
Dance
Last month I took some of our lovely students to
the Alexandra Theatre for the annual Great Big
Dance Off Competition. It was so lovely to do
an actual trip and performance again (the first
in two years).
One of the two pieces scored 3rd place over
all, beating some sixth form groups from other
schools. It was the only duet to get through to
the finals and it was danced by Cara Servante
and Jamie Taylor.

HENLEY Arts4All
A programme of live events starting Monday
25th April.
Song, drama, poetry, comedy, jazz & more at
Henley’s Memorial Hall
Special offer only for parents, staff and pupils of
Henley in Arden School
BUY TWO TICKETS – GET ONE FREE
Full programme – www.henleyarts4all

They will be dancing their emotive
contemporary duet in the final on Monday
27th June and, last week, were featured in the
Stratford Herald.
Congratulations to all the dancers that took
part: Daniele Bruzaite, Amelie Richelet, Zoe
Bragg, Cara Servante, Lauren Heaps, Millie
Gray, Lena Szadkowska, Louisa Gould,
Caroline Russell and Jamie Taylor.
Mrs Monk
Head of Dance

Drama
Congratulations to Ines Hampson in Year 10
who has been appearing in Doctor Faustus at
The Crescent Theatre in Birmingham 24 - 26
March. Ines has been playing the part of
Scholar 2 and a devil. Well Done Ines!

Music Tuition
We currently have availability of lessons for

•

Vocal

•

Guitar

•

Violin/Cello/Viola

•

Drums

If you would like further information please
contact Ms Lewis on slewis@henleyschool.com

Pride Award
Our PRIDE Award scheme rewards students
every lesson for ‘Getting it right’.
To achieve Bronze, Silver or Gold awards
students have to retain over 98% of their 1000
points.
Please also see later in the newsletter for the
appraisal of our performance of Macbeth
which was submitted to this year’s
Shakespeare Schools Festival at the MAC in
Birmingham in January.
Mr Eagles
Head of Acting

It is important that inevitable mistakes and loss
of points focus on learning, effort and progress
in lessons and are not due to uniform.
The PRIDE event will take place on the 8th July
and we would hope that all students will be
able to attend if their colours have been sewn
to their blazers !

Teamwork
Happy Spring ! As a community it astounds me
still how incredible things are achieved when
we work together. Hopefully you have seen on
social media, the results of our Ukraine initiative
which was absolutely humbling, thank you.
Thank you also for your continued support with
uniform and our high expectations. There has
been so much positive feedback regarding the
standard we achieve which could not have
been achieved without your ongoing support.
Within the school community there is a much
nicer atmosphere when we have less challenge
necessary, so I want to appeal to you to
continue to support us in this area by asserting
our expectations in conversation with your
children at home.

Girls Trousers :
The standard school blue trousers from early
years are the only trousers permitted
Hair :
Long hair should be tied back for school as per
the school policy. A number of activities within
Science and PE for example, require hair up
for safety reasons. We are a community, and
inevitably common issues such as head lice
can be exasperated when hair is loose. We
would like to avoid further outbreaks, therefore
I urge you to ensure long hair is tied up.
Socks/tights :
Black and ankle length socks please. Black
tights.

Shoes :
Trainer shoes are not permitted. These should
be
standard school shoes, not trainers of any
We are keen to ensure uniform is of a standard
that supports the professional nature of the work type. There should be no embellishments.
we are doing in school. As always could I ask
Hair, makeup and jewellery :
you to be proactively ready for after Easter by
If it is extreme then it is not acceptable. Please
meeting standards as outlined below. These
do not allow your child to come to school with
are also outlined in the school policy and as
inappropriate hair or make up (Including nail
such have been agreed by all stakeholders on
colour and extensions or eyelash extensions)
accepting a place at our school.
Of late, nail and eyelash extensions are the
Please also visit https://oldschooluniform.co.uk/
School/SchoolDetails/61070 where you will be
able to buy and sell old uniform or contact
school if finances are creating pressure.
Coats :
It was a cold winter and it was pleasing that
students were choosing to actually wear a coat
and keep warm! Now that Spring is here coats
will no longer be permitted to be worn at any
time in the building.
Skirts :
As the inevitable growth spurt occurs, skirt
lengths do rise. Unfortunately, these seem to
happen at a rate that understandably makes
keeping skirts at the correct length difficult.
With this in mind, many parents are ensuring
that skirts have a little growing room around the
waist. Within school, girls are continually asked
not to roll their skirts up which is supported by
the visibility of the school badge at the waistline.
Should your daughter be in the middle of a
spurt and you need time to visit early years, we
continue to have a range of skirts available to
borrow to bridge that gap.

boundaries being pushed and I would expect
that these are not worn for school.
Jewellery
The rule on jewellery remains; one pair of
earrings and a watch. Nose piercings are not
permitted.
Finally, have a great Easter, we look forward to
the students returning professionally dressed
supporting a learning mindset which will
maximise their teachers planning and in turn
their progress.
Miss Thompson
Deputy Head

Kooth
Please continue to share any concerns via the
wellbeing app on classcharts. In addition the
school does share details of self help through
Kooth—please do look at their resources and,
in particular, the What’s on April document via
the link below.
https://www.henleyschool.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/12/combinepdf-3.pdf

Buying and selling second hand uniform for
your child
We have recently registered Henley-in-Arden
School with a website ‘Old School Uniform’,
where parents can buy and sell second hand
Henley uniform. A direct link to this website and
Henley’s products is at the end of this item.
This is a completely free service for both buying
and selling uniform, and is an excellent and
easy way to either make some money back on
uniform your child no longer requires, or to save
money on new uniform for your child as they
grow. Buying second hand uniform and reusing
clothes which are in great condition is also
another way we can reduce our carbon
footprint and support reducing climate change.

Mobile Phones
Many staff are also parents and we
appreciate both the positive and negatives of
phones in every day life, however in school they
are banned during the school day. This ensures
students have no distractions or additional
pressures. Should you wish to contact your
child during the day you are welcome to
contact the school office to do so.
During an academic year, school policy is clear
that after one warning students phones will be
confiscated and only returned to parents at the
end of the day.

If you would like some advice about safe use of
phones and apps we are an accredited.
National Safety School and there is plenty of
At the moment, Henley is newly registered to this available support on our website.
website so items for sale on here is limited, but
we hope it will grow quickly with your
Empowered
engagement. We will also be supporting by
E ncourage one another to be the best they
putting on items donated to Henley by parents
can be.
and raising money for charity.
Please feel free to contact me via email
(EGault@henleyschool.com) if you have any
questions about this service.
Emma Evans (Gault)
Head of Faculty for Mathematics
Direct link: https://oldschooluniform.co.uk/
School/SchoolDetails/61070

Attendance

M ake them feel worthy and wanted and that
their opinion matters.
3

P ride in what we do because we know it’s
right and it shows leadership.
O verruling others can be perceived as a bad
thing when, in reality, it’s something we do
every day.
W anting to have a say and being given the
opportunity to show control over something
is what people crave, and need, to survive.

Attendance affects progress, absolutely a fact.

E everyone wants to be empowered and not
to be pushed behind and owned by others.

Students need to be empowered to make
progress and in line with this, support their
learning self esteem.

R uling and rioting in our empowering ways
can be intimidating to others and they can
gain fear.

Please do get them to school, we will get them
through the day. The table below outlines the
schools target of 97% and why it is so.

E ngraving your name into society and making
it known you were there, and telling people
of the future about the past which you
created.

Given the pandemic, optimal attendance is
even more essential.

D ominating over your followers to show them
you are in control and that only you have
what it takes.
Lola Britton
Year 9

Biking magazine and see one of Henley's Year
7 completing awesome skills, working with the
Could your child be eligible for free school
talented performers who are involved in Mary
meals? In Warwickshire it is quick and easy to
Poppins and hearing about excellence in
find out with a new online checking form which
sports, both in school, and across the borough.
requires the following information:
Where extra support has been needed it has
• Your own name and date of birth
been inspiring to meet and communicate with
• Your contact details
• Your National Insurance Number or National parents, especially at the Open Evening event
we held in March. It has been clear to see the
Asylum Seekers Number
values we share in ensuring the early adult
• Your child’s name and date of birth
years of the pupils are driven by progress,
• The school your child is attending/will
achievement, resilience and kindness.
attend
I wish you all healthy and happy Easter break.
Apply for free school meals!
Mr Eagles
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/educationProgress Leader Year 7
learning/apply-free-school-meals

Financial assistance

Once this has been done the parent and
school will be automatically updated with no
further forms to complete.

Report from Year 10 and 11 Progress Leader
Year 10

The benefits to you and your child are
numerous and, in addition, for every child on
free school meals, Henley-in-Arden School will
also receive extra funding (the Pupil Premium)
from the Government, which we use to support
teaching & learning. It is therefore a wider
benefit for everyone.

This has been a challenging last few weeks for
the Year 10s with their mock exams taking
place. Students have behaved well and
demonstrated a real maturity to these exams
and there is a planned event of mock results
day coming up soon, with more information on
this to follow.

If you would like further help applying for Free
School Meals, or any other financial assistance,
please contact Mrs Laszcz
llaszcz@henleyschool.com

Work experience is also closing in, so please, if
the forms have not been completed, can
these be handed in as soon as possible.

The Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme helps
residents at times of unavoidable crisis when
they have no other means of help. They can
help with food, energy, water bills and
associated costs as the country continues its
recovery from the pandemic.

A well done to the Year 10s for what has been
a challenging but hopefully very useful mock
period.
As always, if you have any concerns please get
in touch and I will get back to you.
Year 11

They can be contacted on 01926 359182 or
0800 408 1448 or visit the website here: https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme

We are now closing in on the Easter holidays.
Keep an eye out for information around Easter
revision sessions that we are looking to put on
to help our students in the final push.

Report from Year 7 Progress Leader

Our last data entry point is on the way for our
Year 11s so we can look at what we need to
do for the final weeks in school.

It's hard to believe that a term has passed
since taking up position as Progress Leader for
Year 7.
During this time, it has been a privilege to
observe Year 7 in Learning Walks and see how
they are developing as learners and young
people within the whole school community,
alongside teaching them in the Drama,
Literacy and Character curriculums.
It has been amazing too to open a Mountain

Following this, exciting celebrations are also
closing in with Prom being confirmed for 7th July
and Yearbook / Hoody orders likely to open
soon.
If there is anything I can do to help in the final
months of school life here at Henley please do
get in touch!
Mr Insley
Progress Leader Year 10 and 11

