
Headteacher’s Welcome 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been my pleasure to see our students 

working hard in lessons, enjoying extra-curricular 

activities and taking part in our assemblies and 

tutor time activities.  
 

Despite some issues with the pandemic 

remaining, we are feeling more like our usual 

brilliant 'Henley-In-Arden selves' than ever 

before!  
 

Upon returning in 2022, I look forward to 

welcoming our students back to a new term, 

where we'll continue our push on progress in 

lessons and challenging students to tackle 'gold' 

tasks in lessons to stretch themselves and 

improve their learning.  
 

I wish you and your family a very happy 

Christmas and enjoy the break. 
 

Mr Roper 
HENLEY-IN-ARDEN SCHOOL 
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Tuesday 4th January—Term starts            

no pupils in school 

Wednesday 5th January—Year 7 & 11           

in school 

Thursday 6th January—Year 7, 8, 10 & 11 

in school  

Friday 7th January—all pupils in school 
 

Monday 10th January—Flu Vaccine Year 7-11 
 

Thursday 20th January—Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening 

 

Friday 21st January—Shakespeare 

Schools Festival performance of Macbeth 

at the MAC, Birmingham 

 

Teaching and Learning 
 

At this time of year it’s natural to reflect on the 
year that has passed and to say thank you to 

those who have made our year better. 
 

Team Teaching and Learning would like to say a 

massive thank you to the whole Support Staff 

and Teaching Team from Technicians to TAs, 

every body in the school offices, the catering 

team, the Librarian to the Site Team through to 

every single teacher both site based and        

peripatetic, for everything they do to make    

Henley the special community it is. 
 

A massive thank you to our pupils who make this 

such an engaging environment to work in, the 

ideas, fun and engagement they bring to our 

community was summed up by one of our 

Teaching Team “ I often feel very privileged to 
work with young people in this environment and 

with such fantastic colleagues”.  
 

Over their time with us a child will have 4462   

lessons  with each lesson a step towards a  

child’s future; just this week we have learnt 
that previous Head Girl Molly McDermott is 

now working at No.10 Downing Street in the                  

Cabinet Office as Front of House, a fantastic 

achievement. 
 

And finally… Team Teaching and Learning 
would like to say a big thank you to you 

for  supporting us in helping to educate your 

children.  
 

We really appreciate your kind words, emails 

and gestures as we head towards the          

Christmas Holidays.  
 

We wish you a restful Christmas in which we 

never underestimate the power of simple 

kindness. 
 

Ms Price 

Assistant Head 
 

Team Teaching and Learning 



  
Library 
 

LIBRARY LAUNCH 
 

A huge thank you to the student librarians 

(Ewan, Charlotte and Benjamin), our Chair of 

Governors (Sue Westmacott) and all the staff 

who helped make our library launch such a 

success, both in the run up and on the big 

day.  We were fortunate enough to have the 

launch featured in the Stratford Herald – did 

you see the article? 
 

Mrs Marsh 

School Librarian 

 

Mrs Marsh’s Books of the Month: 

This Poison Heart 

Darkness blooms in          

bestselling author Kalynn 

Bayron's latest,                       

contemporary young adult 

fantasy about a girl with a 

unique and deadly power. 

Briseis has a gift: with a single 

touch she can grow plants 

from tiny seeds to rich 

blooms. Complex,              

immersive, twisting, satisfying. All of these 

apply to this story. Briseis is a smart, likeable 

character with loving mums and a gift that 

alternately thrills and frightens her. When she 

inherits a house out of the blue from an aunt 

she never knew, it sets in motion action that 

has its roots in ancient Greece. The book ends 

on a perfect cliff hanger to be addressed in 

the next book. 
 

The Haunting of Aveline Jones - by Phil Hickes  
 

Aveline Jones loves 

reading ghost stories, so a 

dreary half-term becomes 

much more exciting when 

she discovers a spooky old 

book. Not only are the 

stories spine-tingling, but it 

once belonged to 

Primrose Penberthy, who 

vanished mysteriously, 

never to be seen again. 

Intrigued, Aveline decides to investigate 

Primrose's disappearance. 

 

Now someone... or something, is stirring. And it 

is looking for Aveline. 

Turn on your torches, and join Aveline Jones in 

her first charmingly spooky mystery, from debut 

author Phil Hickes. 

 

What’s on the English Department’s      
Christmas list? 

A retelling of Romeo and  

Juliet but set in 1920’s  
Shanghai, offering a dark 

twist to our GCSE classic to 

make this a truly                    

multifaceted historical         

fantasy novel. 

 

 

 

A thought-provoking book, 

reminding us of the true 

qualities of humanity by         

following a Syrian refugee. 

We see through the eyes of 

a child, offering insight into 

the struggles of civil war and 

immigration. 

 

BOOK AMNESTY 
 

If you have any overdue library books that 

have been sitting at home for a little longer 

than they should have, please don’t worry and 
bring them back to Mrs Marsh straight after 

Christmas. 

 



Reading initiative planned for January 2022 

 

Henley’s library is launching an exciting reading 
initiative in January 2022 that aims to engage all 

year groups in reading for pleasure and will     

result in one student from each year group    

winning a brand new Kindle Fire.  
 

Based on the popular board game Monopoly, 

our version, Bookopoly, will encourage readers 

to read books, discuss books, write book         

reviews, collect sets of colours and earn raffle 

tickets. Each raffle ticket increases the chance 

of a student winning a Kindle Fire.  
 

Years 7 and 8 will play Bookbuzz Bookopoly, 

which will be based on this year’s seventeen 
Bookbuzz titles released by the National Literacy 

Trust.  
 

Years 9, 10 and 11 will play using the full library 

catalogue.  
 

We hope that there will be huge excitement 

around this initiative and that it encourages all 

pupils to read more widely and play for a 

chance to win.  
 

More details will be shared with students during 

year group assemblies in the second week back 

after Christmas. 
 

Mrs Marsh 

School Librarian 

 

 

 
  

   Years 7 and 8 

Student work 
 
 

Ewan Sparrow in 8L has been inspired by our 

study of Arthur Conan Doyle and has begun 

to write his own detective series. Here is a 

taste of the opening chapter: 

 
An Inspector Brown mystery - 

The workhouse murder 
 

Prologue 
 

9th May 1879 
 

Dear Diary, 
 

I have been woken up again by the noise 

from the hall. I have got to go and see what it 

is. I am surprised the children haven’t woken 
up! As I approach the door, I can see blood 

running through the crack in the bottom of 

the door. Creak…. AGGGGHHH! 
 

Chapter 1 – The discovery 
 

It was 5.25am when I got a telephone call 

from another panicked client. When I had 

heard what they had to say I jumped up and 

down in excitement, keeping my serious face 

on though as I am not a young child now. 

There was nothing I could do except call my 

dear friend and sidekick Mrs McCarthy, who 

unfortunately hates me getting her up out of 

bed past 7 o’clock but she is ok if it’s a special 
occasion, e.g. – when there is a crime to 

solve. When I told her the news she said,” Oh, I 
do love a good murder, Brown!” and she 
ordered a dogcart to pick me up from 

Trafalgar square and we headed over as 

quick as we could to Mrs Hunch’s Workhouse 
on Park Lane opposite the Gospel fields. 
 

Mrs McCarthy has been my friend since early 

in ’56 when I solved the crime of her 
kidnapped sister, who thankfully we rescued 

together, when I asked her whether or not she 

would like to be my sidekick and she said yes, 

and we have solved 45 odd crimes up to date 

in our office filing cabinet.  
 

Unfortunately, we have the competition of 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson who are also 

the city’s crime stoppers and are, 
unfortunately for us, more popular than us and 

have solved 32 more crimes than us.  
 

But that is where their past can help us. 

 

Ewan Sparrow 

8L 

 
 

Years 9,10 and 11  



Performing Arts 
 

1001 Nights in one!  

Year 11 BTEC Actors (Barbs Theatre Company) 

presented their showcase production of          

Arabian Nights on Wednesday December 1st in 

the Drama Studio. Following months of            

rehearsal in lessons and a day of technical and 

dress rehearsals, the actors overcame many 

challenges, bonded as a group and performed 

a brilliant, creative and colourful version of 

classic tales involving Sinbad the Sailor and Ali 

Baba and the 40 thieves, all watched over by 

Shahrazad telling the stories to save her life and 

the soul of a king!   
 

The whole cast were superb in multiple roles 

and the small audience of staff and friends 

were appreciative of their talent and           

commitment. Well done Year 11!  

 

Shakespeare Schools Festival Macbeth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cast of Macbeth are close to finishing 

blocking the play and also have an exciting 

workshop with a Director from Shakespeare 

Schools Festival on Monday 13th December. 

The production is taking shape, with the         

restaurant setting concept giving a strong    

visual image and the actors developing        

excellent performances and use of the          

complex language. Tickets are on sale soon 

from https://macbirmingham.co.uk for the  

performance on Friday 21st January.  
 

Congratulations are also due to the following 

students: Lucinda Laszcz, Winnie Walker, Jude 

Riley, Celina Hassan, Ava Clarke, Poppy Malin 

and Ellie Dowsett who performed at a              

community event on Friday 3rd December. 

They were magnificent with their vocals and 

delighted the audience made up of members 

of the community including their parents.           

Well done to all! 

Testing Provision January 2022 
 

Please see testing times below in preparation 

for return to school in January 
 

Tues 4th January 

Year 11 – 9am -10am = pupils with surname A – H 

                10am -11am = pupils with surname I – P 

                11am -12pm = pupils with surname Q - Z 

 

Year 7 –   12.30pm -1.30pm = pupils with surname A – H 

                 1.30pm – 2.30pm = pupils with surname I – P 

                 2.30pm - 3.30pm = pupils with surname Q - Z 

 

Wed 5th January 

Year 10 -  9am - 10am = pupils with surname A – H 

        10am – 11am = pupils with surname I – P 

       11am – 12pm = pupils with surname Q – Z 

 

Year 8 –  12.30pm -1.30pm = pupils with surname A – H 

                1.30pm – 2.30pm = pupils with surname I – P 

                2.30pm – 3.30pm = pupils with surname Q - Z 

 

Thurs 6th January 

Year 9 -   9am - 10am = pupils with surname A – H 

                10am - 11am = pupils with surname I – P 

                11am – 12pm = pupils with surname Q – Z 

 

Please complete the consent form for   

testing by clicking the link below 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=aK-

sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojW-
bO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3Nz
dISkZaUUtDQy4u  

https://macbirmingham.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aK-sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojWbO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3NzdISkZaUUtDQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aK-sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojWbO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3NzdISkZaUUtDQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aK-sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojWbO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3NzdISkZaUUtDQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aK-sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojWbO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3NzdISkZaUUtDQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aK-sZ5sKqEOOJksyrXF4el6ojWbO3JZDlQYuSDqdq9xUNlQwNTk1MzhEVzRPMVA3NzdISkZaUUtDQy4u


 

Report from Year 10 and 11 Progress 

Leader 
 

Year 10 
The Year 10 tombola is happening this week. 

All students who have achieved bonuses get 

the chance to win prizes so look out for this. 

On our last day of term next Thursday, it is 

Christmas jumper day (all other school uniform 

as normal). Parents evening this week was well 

attended, but if you were unable to get 

appointments on that evening please contact 

your child’s teacher who will be able to give a 
summary of progress so far. Please take the 

time to talk through their progress report with 

them.  

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas 

break! 
 

Year 11 

With mocks now underway, Year 11 have 

made a great start to their exams, it has been 

great to speak to the students after exams 

who have been full of positivity, really showing 

that their hard work is paying off. Any student 

who has missed mock exams for whatever 

reason, these will be being sent home to 

complete at home so they do not lose any 

more lesson time. If you need any more 

information please contact Mr Insley 

(jinsley@henleyschool.com) . I hope you all 

have a great Christmas break and the 

students get a good rest! 
 

Mr Insley 

Progress Leader Year 10 and 11 

 

Uniform 

Please refer to the school policy regarding 

uniform, in particular regarding shoes and 

the length of skirts.  We would expect that 

any issues are resolved by return to school in 

January. 

Vacancies 

Trust Lettings Steward 
 

Arden Multi Academy Trust are looking for a 

Trust Lettings Steward to work as part of a team 

to provide a friendly and courteous service to all 

users of the school facilities. 

This will include evening and weekend work and 

involves the opening and closing of the school 

facilities.  

For more information please see the website. 

 

School Janitor 
 

We are seeking a cleaner to join the school 

team at our small secondary school in Henley in 

Arden, Solihull.   The ideal candidate will take 

pride in the high standards of presentation at 

our school? 

The successful candidate will work with the 

cleaning team in ensuring a high standard of 

hygiene and cleanliness throughout the school.  

For more information please see the website. 

 

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN SCHOOL 

Stratford Road 

Henley in Arden 

B95 6AF 

www.henleyschool.com 

01564 792364 

@HenleySchool 

Foodbank 

Please send in donations for the Foodbank 

and we will make sure that these are            

forwarded where there is need.  The notice 

at the end of this newsletter indicates the 

most needed items. 

Thank you. 

 We wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI88mEzZHPAhXIMhoKHWIPDdIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fschoolcomms.com%2Fparent-pack%2Fgraphics%2F&psig=AFQjCNFf5P-juaUwlkxzt46eE5nczxQK9g&ust=1474036756582629


Physical Education 
 

Football 

The school football league results are in and 

we are proud of where Henley is placed in 

each year group. It is testament to the work 

put in at training and it is clear that there has 

been a progress in performance.  
 

Year 7—5th 

Year 8—3rd 

Year 9—1st 

Year 10—1st 

Year 11—1st 
 

Year 7 

The Year 7 football team who played in their 

interschool 7-a-side tournament at Stratford 

School recently. They came 2nd overall, just 

missing out on goal difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 8  

Well done to the Year 8 football team winning 

their 7-a-side tournament. Henley won 5-0 v 

Studley, 3-0 v Alcester Academy, 1-0 v AGS & 

2-0 v St Benedicts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climbing Trip 
 

The Year 10 GCSE PE pupils have been            

undertaking a climbing course at Redpoint 

Climbing Centre in Birmingham. Each week the 

24 pupils gained confidence whilst progressing 

through a number of challenging skills. On the 

final day the pupils competed head to head in 

speed climb events which gave the                    

opportunity to put all their new skills into              

practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see later in the newsletter for                    

information regarding extra-curricular sports for 

the spring 2022 term…. 



Physical Education 
 

Rugby 
 

This term WASPS coaches have been at Henley 

to help deliver rugby extra-curricular sessions. 

Pupils have had the opportunity to build upon 

the skills learned within curriculum lessons. It’s 
clear that have really enjoyed these sessions 

and a number of them have been fed into 

clubs in the local area. 

 

Poppy Appeal 2021 
 

We were, once again, pleased to support this 

year’s British Legion’s poppy appeal. 

PE Extra Curricular 

January 5th onwards 

Tuesday 

Netball 3.10pm - 4.15pm 

Year 7  

(Mrs Campton) 

 

Thursday 

Netball 3.10pm—4.15pm 

Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 

(Mrs Williams and Mrs Campton)  

 

Wednesday 

Basketball 3.10pm—4.15pm 

Years 7 and 8 

(Mr Matthews and Mr Beasley 

 

Monday 

Basketball Lunch-time 

Years 9,10 and 11 

(Mr Beasley) 

 

Thursday 

Table tennis Lunch-time  

All years 

(Mr Matthews and Mr Beasley 




